
STUDY 28 

REVELATION CHAPTER 20 

PART TWO 

The Great White Throne Judgment 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And 

I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. 

And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 

judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 

books. 13 The sea gave up the who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered 

up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to 

his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast 

into the lake of fire (vs 11-15) 

Some years ago I was challenged by someone (leading a home-group) with these 

words “God is not angry anymore, He was only angry in the Old Testament” I can 

only assume that the person had not read the New Testament, and certainly had not 

read Revelation chapter 20 

On the 8th July 1741 an American preacher named Jonathan Edwards preached a 

sermon entitled “Sinners in the hands of an angry God”. Now it’s perfectly true to say 

that God is love and merciful, full of grace and a God who forgives, but be in no 

doubt He is also an angry God. We tend to see anger as sinfully motivated but that is 

never the case with God. He is justifiably angry and His anger is always pure and 

holy. Jonathan Edwards, who held his sermon notes right up to his face because his 

eyesight was so bad, preached how God was holy and must judge sin. The sermon 

is a long one and you may care to look it up. Here is an extract 

 

“So that, thus it is that natural men are held in the hand of God, over the pit of 

hell; they have deserved the fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it; and God 

is dreadfully provoked, his anger is as great towards them as to those that are 

actually suffering the executions of the fierceness of his wrath in hell, and they 

have done nothing in the least to appease or abate that anger, neither is God 

in the least bound by any promise to hold them up one moment; the devil is 



waiting for them, hell is gaping for them, the flames gather and flash about 

them, and would fain lay hold on them, and swallow them up; the fire pent up 

in their own hearts is struggling to break out: and they have no interest in any 

Mediator, there are no means within reach that can be any security to them. In 

short, they have no refuge, nothing to take hold of; all that preserves them 

every moment is the mere arbitrary will, and uncovenanted, unobliged 

forbearance of an incensed God. 

 

Those unbelievers who heard him were, he said, under the wrath of God. People 

were terrified, some gripped the back of the pews in front of them; some fell to the 

ground and started to weep; some held onto the pillars of the church building fearing 

the ground would open up and swallow them up into hell. Some ran up the aisle to 

the pulpit and cried “have mercy, have mercy, have mercy”. How things have 

changed, there appears now to be little or no fear of God. Some who say they 

believe in God see Him as a kind of cuddly figure who could do them no harm. 

 

A court scene  

Here in these verses we have a court scene. The one sitting on the Great White 

Throne is the judge, Jesus Christ Himself “The Father judges no man but has 

committed all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22) This is not Jesus meek and mild 

or as portrayed at Christmas as a baby in a stable. There is a lovely verse in Isaiah 

42 (vs 3) which reads like this “a bruised reed He will not break and a smoking 

flax shall He not quench” If you feel like your crumbling, He won’t come and break 

you down and destroy you. If the very flame of your existence is about to go out, 

Jesus won’t extinguish you, but if you call on Him He will fan you into a flame, give 

you a reason for living, give you a new heart, deal with your sin and make you His 

child. But let me quote you the whole verse “A bruised reed He will not break, 

and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth” Jesus 

has come to the earth once as a Saviour but when He comes again it will be as a 

judge. This court scene here is different from any other court scene on the earth. 

There is no defence counsel, no plea of innocence from the accused, and no 

leniency on the part of the judge. There is no escape from this terrible and final 



judgment. The whole earth and heaven has fled from the face of Jesus. Verse 12 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God”. Nothing else is 

standing there, all creation has departed at His face, but there the dead small and 

great stand before God.  

Now who are these people and here I’m afraid we must return to the premillennial 

and amillennial views (see part 1). The premillennial position is that those dead 

include all the people who have ever lived and have not responded to Gods offer of 

salvation. Premillennialists say that believers prior to the millennium have already 

been judged at Jesus judgment seat and received their rewards for faithful service or 

suffered loss for failure to do so. Many people survive the great tribulation and enter 

the millennial era. They and their descendants born during the 1000 years must 

make a personal decision to trust Christ. Presumably many of them do and 

presumably they are included in this judgment scene. This is not a view I share, I am 

more comfortable ( I put it no higher than that) with the amillennial view, that is we 

are now in the millennium period and everyone, believers and unbelievers alike, 

participate in this final court session because no interim earthly kingdom precedes 

the eternal state. 

 

The Books 

The collection of books contains an account of all the works of those who have ever 

lived.  Those who have never trusted Christ will, by default, be judged and 

condemned by their works Jesus said in Mark 4:22 “there is nothing hidden which 

shall not be revealed nor has anything been kept secret but that it should 

come to light” In Matthew 25:36 Jesus said “every idle word that men may 

speak, they will give account of it on the day of judgment”. There appear to be 

degrees of punishment for these unbelievers (Matthew 11:20-24) 

 

Another Book 

This is called the Book of Life and it’s the book belonging to Jesus. The books in the 

previous paragraph have the verdict of death written all over them, but this book has 

the verdict of life. In this book is the life of Jesus whose life bears the most intimate 



scrutiny. Examine every detail of this life, every act, every thought, every feeling and 

it’s perfect and pure. Jesus lived here on earth with all the temptations of this world 

and all its suffering. But look in the book and you will find the names of those who 

have repented of their sin, believed on Him and followed Him. These once had their 

own books with all their sin and awfulness recorded, but as soon as they trusted 

Christ every page was deleted. 

 

We used to sing a chorus as children which went like this “God has blotted them out 

I’m happy and glad and free, God has blotted them out I’ll turn to Isaiah and see 

chapter forty four twenty two and three He’s blotted them out and now I can shout for 

that means me” The word for “blotted out” in the Bible is used in relation to papyrus. 

In those days they wrote on papyrus which was made of crossed reeds, pressed and 

then given a shiny surface rubbed and polished. You wrote with a brush and ink on 

the papyrus. The words “blotted out” meant to take a knife and with the blade scrape 

the surface of the papyrus, taking off the ink and then re-polishing so it could be 

used again. You could get the papyrus absolutely clean so that not even infra-red 

photography could find what had been written on it. When the Lambs book of life is 

opened all records of the followers of Christ have been blotted out and the name of 

Jesus is inscribed there. How did this great transaction, this great swop, His life for 

mine, take place and when were the pages rendered blank in my records. Why the 

day I recognised my sin and saw that Jesus had paid my penalty and in the sight of 

the judge I was declared “not guilty”. I plead with you to do likewise and recognise 

that Jesus is your only hope and to cry to Him for mercy and follow Him. “For He 

made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 

 

The Lake of fire  

Some people are troubled by the notion that God would inflict eternal punishment 

and suggest instead that the lake of fire represents “annihilation”, that is that 

unbelievers cease to exist, they are not conscious and suffer no pain. A slight 



modification of this view suggests that there is a time of conscious torment but it’s 

limited in duration. After their punishment they cease to exist. Some of a more 

radical view suggest that God eventually pardons everyone, a view called 

“universalism” The Bible does not contain a great deal of information as to what hell 

is like and perhaps one of the most chilling accounts is given in Revelation chapter 

14:9-11 

Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 

worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on 

his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 

is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and 

ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, 

and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

There is no suggestion there of annihilation and those who take this view contradict 

the plain meaning of scripture. The scriptures treat the destiny of believers and non-

believers as parallel in duration. That is believers are to enjoy the New Jerusalem 

forever and unbelievers are pictured as being in the lake of fire forever. God is not to 

be charged for the suffering of unbelievers since they have chosen this for 

themselves. The Bible resounds with warnings about the reality of a final judgment 

“a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will 

devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:27) 

 

Finally underneath is a picture of a bench in the Salvation Army Citadel in Exeter 

Devon which stretches the whole width of the church. It was not meant to be sat on 

but kneeled at by those wanting to get right with God. In two feet high letters is 

written HERE BRING THY WOUNDED HEART. It is said that often the bench was 

wet with the tears as people who cried for mercy and it was sometimes known as the 

mercy seat. I implore you come to this place in your heart and cry to God for His 

mercy and Grace. He will hear you and promises that no one who comes to Him in 

true repentance will He cast out. “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me 

and the one who comes tome I will by no means cast out” 



 

 

..  


