
REVELATION STUDY 17 

CHAPTER 11  

PART 1 

Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, 

saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 

worship there. 2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 

measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy 

city underfoot for forty-two months. 3 And I will give power to my 

two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty 

days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the 

God of the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their 

mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must 

be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain 

falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn 

them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire 

7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 

bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill 

them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which 

spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 

crucified. 9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see 

their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be 

put into graves. 10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 

make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 

tormented those who dwell on the earth  

11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, 

and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw 

them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up 

here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw 

them. 13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city 



fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were 

afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

14 The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly (verse 1-14) 

 

Now we have a second interlude which further delays the blowing of the seventh 

trumpet. John is taken to the streets of Jerusalem to witness a remarkable example 

of street preaching.  

 

Let’s take a look at the highlights of this second interlude and then begin make an 

attempt to understand. In just 14 verses we have all this happening! 

1. John is told to measure the Temple 

2. John is told about two witnesses who appear and prophesy for 1260 days 

3. Fire coms from their mouths to kill any attackers 

4. They can stop rain and turn rivers into blood 

5. They can release any manner of plague anywhere on the earth 

6. John is told about a beast from a bottomless pit that comes and kills the two 

witnesses 

7. The people of the world celebrate the death of the witnesses 

8. After 3.5 days the two witnesses return to life and go up into heaven  

9. John is told about an earthquake that destroys one tenth of the city. 7000 

people die and the survivors give praise to God 

 

Measuring the Temple 

John is instructed to take a special measuring stick and measure the Temple 

of God and the great altar in front of it, as well as to count the worshippers. 

Now questions arise which are not easy to answer.  

 

The first question is “what is the Temple”. Let’s take a brief look at the history  

 

1. When John wrote Revelation the second Jerusalem temple had lain in ruins 

for more than 20 years. The first temple was built by Solomon and finished 



around 950 BC. It was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC (2 chronicles 

36:13-19)  

 

2. The second temple was built by Joshua and Zerubbabel around 500 BC 

(Ezra 3:8; Zechariah4:9). This second temple was expanded and lavishly 

embellished by Herod the Great in his reign which lasted for 33 years. This 

temple was destroyed by Titus in AD 70 as Jesus had prophesised 

 
 

Jerusalem came under Muslim control in AD 637 and the Dome of the Rock 

was built on the temple mount around AD 69. Muslims believe that 

Mohammed was supernaturally transported to Jerusalem by the angel 

Gabriel and that Mohammed ascended into heaven from mount Moriah the 

temple mount. The rock around which the Dome is built is generally believed 

to be the place on which Abraham was led to offer Isaac his son as a 

sacrifice. It is believed to be the place of the Holy of Holies of the first and 

second temple 

 

So if John is to measure the Temple does this mean a literal temple will be 

rebuilt or is it symbolic. If you opt for a literal understanding you are landed in 

the middle of a highly charged and controversial political issue. Will there be 

a third temple and if so what happens to the Mosque of Omar the famous 

Dome of the rock which was built over the site of the original Temple? The 

Dome of the Rock is a Muslim prayer shrine and its bears many inscriptions 

in Arabic around the interior including this 

God is only One God. Far be it removed from His transcendent majesty that 

He should have a son” 

 

 

Why do so many people believe there will be an actual third Temple in the 

end times? The answer is that Jesus and Paul give prophesies that seem to 

imply the existence of a literal temple.  

 

 



Jesus prophesied that the second temple would be destroyed  

 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples 

came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to 

them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to 

you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be 

thrown down” (Matthew 24:1-2) 

He also prophesied about the “abomination of desolation” (referring to 

Antichrist) being set up in “the holy place” 

 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 

understand) 

 

 

Paul says that the Antichrist will sit in the temple of God claiming to be God 

 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in 

mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, 

as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any 

means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, 

and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes 

and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so 

that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 

God. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4) 

 

 

It could be inferred from these verses that a third temple will be built in order 

for Antichrist to sit there claiming to be God. Even now there are plans in 

place to build a third temple. In Jerusalem there is a temple institute which 

has prepared the vestments and utensils and altar for this event. Many 

Jewish people are praying for the events to take place which will enable their 

dream to become a reality.  

 

There is much disagreement about this matter since for example Paul in 

other places says that believers themselves are the temple of God (1 



Corinthians 3:16; 6:19) For my tiny and insignificant part I don’t think a third 

temple will be built. 

 

Measuring the temple 

The background of John’s action in measuring the temple recalls a similar 

task undertaken by two Old Testament prophets, Zechariah and Ezekiel. 

Let’s look briefly at these 

 

 

 

Zechariah 2:1-5 

“Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, a man with a measuring 

line in his hand. 2 So I said, “Where are you going? “And he said to 

me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its 

length. “And there was the angel who talked with me, going out; and 

another angel was coming out to meet him, 4 who said to him, “Run, 

speak to this young man, saying: ‘Jerusalem shall be 

inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men and 

livestock in it. 5 For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be a wall of fire all around 

her, and I will be the glory in her midst.”  

 

Jerusalem had been burned to the ground by Nebuchadnezzar’s army in 586 

BC. Zechariah observes an angelic surveyor taking a measuring line to 

determine the measurement of a restored and rebuilt Jerusalem. Living in the 

era of return and restoration, before the rebuilding of the walls by Nehemiah 

(444 BC) Zechariah is informed by his angelic guide that the city will grow 

and sprawl beyond its historic boundaries. 

 

Ezekiel 

Ezekiel assumes a rebuilt Jerusalem and focuses on the blueprint of an 

enlarged temple replacing Solomon’s structure (See chapters 40-48). His 

detailed measurements make up the bulk of this section of his book. An 

angelic being does the actual measuring with a six foot long reed, Ezekiel 

writes down the measurements 



 

What are we to make of this as John evidently recalls these Old Testament 

prophets? The point seems to be a divine promise of protection for Gods 

people. That which God measures for restoration is safe from all alarms. This 

protection seems to accord with Revelation 7 where John describes the 

sealing of Gods people prior to the trumpet judgments (See chapter 9) 

 

Two witnesses 

The identity of these is the subject of one of the most difficult chapters to 

interpret in a whole book renowned for being difficult to interpret. The only 

thing that seems to be agreed in the array of candidates is that the number 

two is significant being the number of witnesses required to sustain a charge 

in court (Deuteronomy 19:15).  

 

Here are some of the many options 

1. Zerubbabel and Joshua  

In verse 4 of Revelation 11 the two witnesses are identified as “the two 

olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the God of the 

earth” (Zechariah 4:3-14) where it refers to these two leaders 

 

2. Peter and Paul 

This suggestion comes from an early dating of Revelation because both 

apostles were martyred at about the same time during the latter part of the 

reign of Nero Caesar. This has its problems since neither apostle was 

brought back to life 

 

3. Enoch and Elijah 

These are selected for obvious reasons since neither of them saw death 

but were taken up into heaven. Some commentators say that they are 

required to return and experience death like all mortals before being 

resurrected and taken to heaven again. 

 

4. Moses and Elijah 



Look at Revelation 11:5 “And if anyone wants to harm them, fire 

proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies”. This 

corresponds to an episode in the life of Elijah (2 Kings 1:9-12) as does 

Revelation 11:6 “These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain 

falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters 

to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as 

often as they desire” which recalls Moses and the plagues of Egypt 

(Exodus7-12).  

 

Who these witnesses are is uncertain to say the least. You can marshal a 

credible case for a more or less literal interpretation. The description in 

this chapter suggests a literal interpretation. The witnesses are killed and 

lie in the streets of Jerusalem for 3 and a half days. It would be difficult to 

interpret this part other than literally but other parts are more difficult. For 

example fire proceeding from their mouths to kill their enemies. Isaiah 

prophesied of Jesus in chapter 11:4 of Isaiah “But with righteousness 

He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 

earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with 

the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked”. This is an example of a 

symbolic description of the power of the ministry of Jesus to convict of sin 

and bring fierce judgment on those who reject Him. 

 

Finally in this study let’s take a brief look at the symbolic significance of 

the two witnesses that is 

 

5. Jew and Gentile 

God has one people not two though the Bible recognises that the church 

is made up of Jews and Gentiles. Job was a Gentile and witnesses of his 

assurance in a bodily resurrection (Job 19:25-27) Joshua was of the tribe 

of Ephraim (numbers 13:8) and Caleb was of the tribe of Judah (Numbers 

13:6) but Caleb was not born of that tribe. He was the son of Jephunneh 

the Kenizzite (Numbers 32:12). The Kenizzites were one of the nations 

that lived in the land of Canaan before the conquest of Joshua. Caleb was 

a Gentile converted to the God of Israel. There were many like him in 



Israel including Ruth, Rahab, Uriah and Obed Edom. When Joshua and 

Caleb entered the land of Canaan it was an Israelite and a Gentile walking 

side by side as one. The early church was 100% Jewish until Gentiles 

were added in Acts 10 (Cornelius) and Acts 11:19-22 (Greeks). Since then 

the church has been composed of Jews and Gentiles witnessing together 

to the truth that Jesus is the Messiah.  

 

If the two witnesses symbolise the church at the end of the age it will be a 

church 

(a) Being prophetic in warning of imminent judgment and uncovering sin 

(b) Having power in prayer (vs 6) 

(c) Being be filled with grief at the state of the world (verse 3) 

(d) Being full of faith 

(e) Suffering awful persecution 

(f) Rising from the ashes and growing stronger when persecuted (Vs11) 

 

The church has been resilient in persecution. China has tried to stamp it 

out as many other countries have tried only to find multiplication. 

We will take a break and return to chapter 11 in our next study. 

 

 

 


