
 

STUDY 30 

REVELATION CHAPTER 21 

PART TWO 

The New Jerusalem 

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven 

last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show 

you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 

great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her 

light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as 

crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve 

angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 

twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on 

the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 

the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with 

me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid 

out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city 

with the reed: twelve thousandfurlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are 

equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 

cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The 

construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 

glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of 

precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 

third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, 

the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 

the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve 

gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street 

of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

The Glory of the New Jerusalem 

22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for 

the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those 



who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory 

and honour into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 

night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honour of the nations into 

it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an 

abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

 

In part one of this study we considered the first eight verses of Chapter 21 and we 

will in this study look at the remaining part of the chapter. 

 

A virtual Tour 

John is treated to a tour of the New Jerusalem by an angel, and though the 

description conveys spiritual realities we must remember that symbolism and 

imagery abound, as does the book of Revelation generally. The New Jerusalem is 

described as “the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. Contrast this description with Babylon 

“the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth” (17:5) John is 

whisked off to a high mountain and from there he watches the holy city descend from 

heaven, and provides a detailed description. His first impression of the city is its 

glory, its sheer radiance, which overwhelms the senses. John resorts to precious 

gems and jewels in order to convey what he sees. 

 

The city is surrounded by a huge wall built on twelve foundations and entered by 

twelve gates. The gates are named after each of the twelve tribes of Israel. The 

foundations are named after the twelve Apostles. Does this not emphasizes the 

continuity and the unity of the people of God, Jews and Gentiles alike. In the book of 

Exodus twelve pillars are set up at the foot of Mount Sinai representing the twelve 

tribes of Israel. In the wilderness the Temple formed the centre of the camp. Around 

it, in a specific order, are the twelve tribes, three on each side (Numbers 13-17). 

Surely this reinforces the certain fact that the Old Testament people of God are a 

vital part of the New Jerusalem. Those who put their trust in God will be there. 

 



The twelve foundations are named in honour of the twelve Apostles appointed, as 

they were, the guardians of the gospel. Indeed Paul writes in Ephesians 2:20-21 

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 

chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for 

a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. Siege warfare often involved undermining the 

foundations of walls so builders put great effort in constructing walls on solid 

bedrock. Praise God for the solid foundations God has left us with and will stand 

forever. 

 

Dimensions and shape 

The city is a huge cube, its dimensions twelve thousand furlongs (1,500 miles) in 

length width and breadth. The walls are One hundred and forty four cubits 

(approximately 216 feet) thick. The cube figures prominently in Biblical accounts. 

 

1. The Holy of Holies of the tabernacle was a cube about 15 feet in each 

direction (Exodus 26) 

2. In Solomon’s Temple the Holy of Holies was also a cube (30 feet in each 

direction 

3. Ezekiel’s vision of a New Temple, the Holy of Holies was 34 feet in each 

direction 

 

But here the whole city appears in the shape of a cube. God dwells in the whole 

place of perfection with all His people.  

 

Building materials 

The wall is made of Jasper and the city itself is composed of pure gold. Each of the 

twelve foundations were adorned with twelve different precious stones. 



1. Jaspar 

2. Sapphire 

3. Chalcedony 

4. Emerald 

5. Sardonyx 

6. Sardius 

7. Chrysolite 

8. Beryl 

9. Topaz 

10. Chrysoprase,  

11. Jacinth 

12. Amethyst.  

 

 

Now for some fascinating facts that have only come to light in our generation. It has 

been discovered that gems can be classified as either Anisotropic or Isotropic. Only 

recently have scientists discovered cross polarized light which can be used to 

identify whether a gem is anisotropic or isotropic. When viewed in cross polarized 

light (akin to pure light) anisotropic stones produce a colourful array-reflecting all the 

colours of the rainbow, whereas isotropic stones lose all their colour and appear 

black. In Revelation 21 the twelve gems (mentioned above) are all anisotropic, they 

all show colourful patterns under pure light. Have a look at them below 

  



 

 

Of the twenty eight stones normally regarded as gemstones, only sixteen are 

anisotropic. You will have noticed that precious stones, such as diamonds, garnets 

and rubies are not included because, it turns out, they are isotropic and when pure 

light passes through them there is no beauty in them. Only God knew these things, 

and only He could have inspired these wonderful scriptures. See below the effect of 

pure light on those twelve stones mentioned in Revelation 21 



 

The Twelve stones of the foundations seem modelled after the breastplate worn by 

the high priest of Israel (see Exodus 28; 15-20) The New Jerusalem is a priestly city, 

and all the people of God are priests, precisely what Jesus intended for the 

fellowship of the lamb. “John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to 

you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the 

earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to 

Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (Revelation1:4-6) 

 

What’s missing? 

The New Jerusalem is defined as much by what isn’t there as by what is. Revelation 

21:22-22:5 details five items, or groups of items, that are missing. When you add 



these to the two John has already mentioned, you arrive at that figure of seven. The 

city is the epitome of perfection 

 

1. No sea (21:1) 

2. No death, mourning, crying or pain (21:4) 

3. No Temple (21:2) 

4. No need of Sun or Moon (21:23) 

5. No night (21:25) 

6. Nothing unclean (21:27) 

7. No curse (22:3) 

 

No Temple 

The first Temple was built by Solomon and it stood from about 970 BC until it was 

destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586BC. The second Temple was dedicated in 

517BC and enlarged and enhanced by Herod the Great beginning in 20BC. The 

Romans destroyed the second Temple in 70AD, near the end of the Jewish revolt 

against Rome, only some 20 years before John wrote Revelation. In Jewish literature 

of this period, prayers for a new Temple appear frequently. Revelation includes 

numerous references to a heavenly temple (7:15, 11:19, 14; 15, 15:5-8, 16:1, 16:17) 

and I guess it was unexpected that the New Jerusalem did not have one. However 

John’s explanation makes perfect sense. There is no Temple building because all 

the building stood for in the past is now realised by the very presence of God “the 

Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” (21:22) 

 

No Sun or moon 

The glory of God and the lamb are a perpetual source of light. How wonderful and 

beyond our imagination. “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 

whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 



also glorified. (Romans 8:30) “8 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.(2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

Finally 

“And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light”. A description of 

the origins of the people who make up the New Jerusalem. They are no longer Jew 

nor Gentile but they have been saved from every kindred, tribe and tongue to 

partake of this unspeakable glory. This bride is a huge international city of people 

who love God, living in His light, life and love. HALLELUJAH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


