
REVELATION STUDY 6 
 

(Chapter 3:1-6) 

 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘these things 

says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: 

“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, 

but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things 

which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your 

works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you 

have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if 

you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you 

will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4You have a few 

names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; 

and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He 

who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 

not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess 

his name before My Father and before His angels.6 “He who 

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

See how Jesus introduces Himself to Sardis, a dead church “He 

who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars” The 

seven spirits of God depict the perfection of Gods Spirit. To this 

dead church Christ is revealed to them as the one with the life 

giving Spirit.Sardis is lifeless and only the Spirit of God can bring 

life. The only hope for any church in this condition is the life of God  

 



Look at those words of Jesus in John 7:37-39 “ on the last day, 

that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 

saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He 

who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart 

will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke 

concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would 

receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 

was not yet glorified. Only the Spirit of God could bring life to this 

dead church at Sardis 

 

Seven hundred years before this letter was written to the church 

Sardis had become one of the greatest cities of the world. It was 

magnificent in luxury and wealth. The king was Croesus whose 

wealth became proverbial. You could actually pan for gold in the 

streams within the city limits of Sardis. Gold and silver coins were 

first minted there. It was the home of Aesop (him of the fables). The 

city was famous for the industries that operated there, carpet, wool, 

and dyed cloth were their primary products. It is said that the art of 

dyeing was invented at Sardis 

 

Sardis was also a great military power, not surprising, since it stood 

on a plateau of sheer cliffs fifteen hundred feet above a valley. 

Approaching enemies could be seen for miles; the city was almost 

impregnable. However King Croesus recklessly declared war on 

Cyrus of Persia and things went badly wrong. Cyrus laid siege to 

the city and offered a special reward to anyone who could find an 

entry into the city. One of his soldiers noticed that the composition 



of the rock on which Sardis stood had cracks and faults in it. One 

evening as he stood watching the wall above, he saw a soldier 

from Sardis drop his helmet off the edge. The soldier made his way 

to what appeared to be a crack below the wall emerged outside, 

retrieved his helmet and disappeared back inside The Persian 

soldier realized there must be a gap, a crack, which was big 

enough for a man to get through. The next night he led a party of 

soldiers to the fault in the rock and found it unguarded and the 

soldiers of the city asleep; Sardis was defeated that night. The city 

would certainly understand when Jesus said “Be watchful”  

 
Later the city fell to the Greeks under Alexander the great. When 

he died and his generals fought each other for control of the Greek 

empire Sardis was involved in further conflict and another enemy 

crept through the cracks in the rocks. The people of Sardis had 

forgotten the lesson of the past. By John’s day Sardis was just a 

shell of what it had been.  The people had grown lazy, degenerate, 

immoral and complacent.  

 

Within the city was a church which had become apathetic. Apathy 

is a compound word, “a” meaning “without” and “pathy” meaning 

“feeling”. I suppose we have all been there at some time in our 

lives when we have exclaimed, “I don’t care I can’t be bothered I 

don’t know and I don’t want to know” 

 

Now the patron deity of this city was Cybele. Her form was often 

found on the coins of the city. She was a goddess of nature and 



fertility and was supposed to have power to restore the dead to life 

again. She however, no surprise here, was unable to bring the 

once great city back to its former glory. Sadly the church at Sardis 

had become like the city, alive in name only but dead and no sign 

of resurrection. We don’t know how the church was founded, but 

assume that it came about through the ministry of Paul who was at 

Ephesus for some three years. 

 

Sadly there is no word of commendation for Sardis church but a 

summary by Jesus which must have been like a trumpet blast of 

terror. No word of comfort to this dead church but this ““I know 

your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you 

are dead” 

 

How do we understand what a dead church is? How might we 

make that assessment? Is it dead because there are a lot of empty 

seats, where people are singing old hymns and not new choruses. 

Is a church alive because it is packed every week and singing 

modern choruses and has marvellous facilities and talented 

musicians. That would be an absurd assessment but we tend to 

look at things in a superficial way at times. 

 

Jesus says to this dead church ““I know your works, that you 

have a name (a reputation) that you are alive, but you are 

dead”. People probably thought this church was great and if you 

wanted a good lively church you must join the church at Sardis. 

Perhaps they were going through the motions, which is easily done 



by any church. Maybe it was organised well, and was continuing in 

prayer, breaking of bread, fellowship and the Apostles doctrine. 

Perhaps nothing external was missing, but God seeks inward 

things of the heart. Unless the outward expresses the inward then 

things are dead. Scaffolding is of no value unless a building is 

being erected behind it. Breaking of bread is nothing if we are not 

daily feeding on Christ. Meetings for worship mean nothing if there 

is no real communion with God. Gifts are unacceptable if made out 

of duty. To Sardis Jesus said “you are dead”, the life which 

expresses itself in love was missing.The church was like a vase of 

artificial flowers without life or fragrance. There was a body there, 

but the eyes had no life and the body was dead. Rigor mortis has 

begun and corruption would soon follow. Nothing in Sardis could 

satisfy the heart of Christ. 

 

Jesus counsels this church with these words “Be watchful” 

WAKE UP SARDIS, be alert. The devils message is GO TO 

SLEEP. A person freezing to death is aware for a while but he just 

can't muster the strength to move. It feels good just to drift into 

sleep and though he is dying, in his condition he doesn't care. This 

is so much like apathy. “And strengthen the things which 

remain, that are ready to die” There were at least some dry 

bones but they needed flesh and the life of the Spirit. They were 

not to cease from assembling for worship but they must worship. 

They were to give and send help to others but these were to be 

expressions of devotion to The Lord.  “Remember therefore how 

you have received and heard” You need to remember the real 



issues of life that brought you to Christ in the first place. Things 

haven't changed. There is still a heaven and a hell and you are 

nearer to one or the other than you were. There is still sickness and 

disappointment and aging and death to deal with. There is still a 

need to have guidance in your life that is bigger than your own 

fallible abilities. Don't wait for it to happen: unless you take specific 

steps now apathy can claim you back for the devil. Do you recall 

the repeated warnings to be found in Hebrews about going back 

and slipping away? The writer makes this point right at the 

beginning of his letter “therefore we must give the more earnest 

heed to the things we have heard lest we drift away” (Hebrews 

2:1). Jesus continues “hold fast” what you have heard and 

received keep it fast. If you buy a car and you intend to keep it 

awhile do you neglect it? No you maintain it, you don't let it fall into 

disrepair. In James we read this "For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, his is like a man who looks at his natural 

face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone 

away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he 

was” (James 1:24) James seems to associate forgetting with not 

doing.  

 

Jesus continues with His counsel and says “Repent” You make up 

your mind that you'll go no further on your present course and turn 

around. In the Greek the word "repent" describes a determined, 

definite point of action. Repentance is the act, the determination - 

to change. The person who is apathetic may reply “I don’t want to 

wake up and repent I don’t feel like it” Sometimes you have to do 



things that, at the moment, you just don't feel like doing like getting 

up and going to work on Monday morning. You do it and I 

guarantee that when payday comes, you're glad you did. Wake up! 

Strengthen what remains! Remember what you have received and 

determine to keep it! Repent while there is still time to overcome 

your apathy 

 

OR ELSE says Jesus in these words “Therefore if you will not 

watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know 

what hour I will come upon you. This is a stern warning to a 

lifeless church. God can visit an individual or a church at any time, 

not just at the time of the second coming. God’s severity is not to 

be underestimated, though He will exercise His love in caring for 

His sheep and for the ministers and seeks to bring them back to 

Himself. 

 

There was a small faithful remnant at this church who were walking 

in white and whose names were written in the Lambs Book of Life. 

Jesus says “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 

garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of 

Life” See the warning in Revelation 22:19 which is similar for any 

who take away the words of God in the book “For I testify to 

everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues 

that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 



his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 

things which are written in this book” 

 

Finally lets each search our hearts by asking ourselves some 

questions. Is there anything in my life which is not satisfying the 

heart of God? Does He hear my prayers or am I just stringing some 

words together. Is my cry to Him from a sincere heart? Does He 

delight in my singing or is it just a musical expression of a pleasant 

feeling. (You might observe a large apparently successful church 

with great musicians and facilities which is not satisfying Gods 

heart, and an old lady in a small gathering singing and satisfying 

the heart of God) Is our giving grudging or without sacrifice, or is it 

with love and sacrifice and received as a sweet smell before the 

throne of God. In Sardis everything stopped short of the throne of 

God. They were dead. 

 

Please bear in mind that apathy is progressive. First there is a lack 

of zeal for God and His church. This is a condition not to be ignored 

since it can only get worse. It will spiral with no desire for prayer or 

meeting with other believers and though the Holy Spirit will prick 

our conscience we can raltionise our state and tell our conscience 

to shut up. Satan comes with an offer of something apparently 

better, something that you would have rejected out of hand in more 

zealous days attentive days. Says Jesus WAKE UP WAKE UP!!! 

 

When I was younger I read a lot by Leonard Ravenhill and I will 

finish with a quote of his “Someone asked me, "Do you pray for 



the dead?" I said, "No, I preach to them!" I think every pew in 

every church is death row. Think about that! They're dead! 

They sing about God; they talk about God, but they're dead! 

They have no living relationship (with God) I want to see a 

fellowship where your burdens become mine! Your grief over 

your children becomes my grief! Where we really bear each 

other's burdens; where we love each other and let the world 

come and see that we are the followers of the meek and lowly 

Jesus who cared only to do the will of His Father” 


