
REVELATION STUDY 15 

CHAPTER 9 

The Fifth Trumpet. A flood of demons vs 1-12 

Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. 

To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the 

bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great 

furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the 

pit. 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was 

given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 They were 

commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, 

but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their 

foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment 

them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it 

strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will 

desire to die, and death will flee from them. 

7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads 

were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 

men. 8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like 

lions’ teeth. 9 And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the 

sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running 

into battle. 10 They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. 

Their power was to hurt men five months. 11 And they had as king over 

them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but 

in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 

12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things. 

John sees a star fall from heaven to earth and it receives a key to the bottomless pit. 

The fallen star then opens up a shaft allowing smoke and locusts to escape and 

envelop the earth. The star is probably an angel and the bottomless pit is a standard 

apocalyptic expression for the underworld, the place of the dead and demonic spirits 

The bottomless pit is mentioned several times in the New Testament. In Luke 

8:31Jesus meets a demon-possessed man who was naked and lived in the tombs. 



Jesus commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man and the man cried 

“what have I to do with you Jesus son of The Most High God I beg you do not 

torment me” Jesus asked the man his name and he replied “legion” because many 

demons had entered him. The demons spoke in verse 31 “and they begged Him 

that He would not command them to go out into the abyss” The word “abyss” is 

the anglicised form of the Greek word “abussos” meaning bottomless deep. The 

parallel scripture in Matthew 8:29 puts it this way “behold they cried out saying 

“what have we to do with you Jesus Son of God Have you come here to 

torment us before the time” 

 

A swarm of locusts 

Come with me to Joel chapter 1:1-11 which reads  

The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethu2 hear this, you elders, 

And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has anything like this happened 

in your days, Or even in the days of your fathers?3 Tell your children about it, 

Let your children tell their children, And their children another 

generation.4 What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; 

What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the 

crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten.5 Awake, you drunkards, 

and weep; And wail, all you drinkers of wine, Because of the new wine, For it 

has been cut off from your mouth.6 For a nation has come up against My land, 

Strong, and without number; His teeth are the teeth of a lion, And he has the 

fangs of a fierce lion.7 He has laid waste My vine, And ruined My fig tree; He 

has stripped it bare and thrown it away; Its branches are made white. 

Joel here envisions locusts descending upon the land of Judah in huge numbers. At 

first he seems to be describing the well-known dreaded locusts that periodically 

infest the Middle East, but then his prophecy takes a strange turn as he describes 

locust-like creatures that do the Lords bidding. In this case they wreak total 

destruction on the land. Joes describes this plague as occurring during the Day of 

the Lord.  

 



Read on Joel 2:1-11 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the LORD is coming, 

for it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A 

people come, great and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will 

there ever be any such after them, Even for many successive generations.3 A 

fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns; The land is like the 

Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely 

nothing shall escape them.4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; 

And like swift steeds, so they run.5 With a noise like chariots Over 

mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the 

stubble, Like a strong people set in battle array.6 Before them the people writhe 

in pain; All faces are drained of color.7 They run like mighty men, They climb 

the wall like men of war; Every one marches in formation, And they do not 

break ranks.8 They do not push one another; Every one marches in his 

own column. Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not cut 

down.9 They run to and fro in the city, They run on the wall; They climb into the 

houses, They enter at the windows like a thief.10 The earth quakes before them, 

The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark,  

And the stars diminish their brightness.11 The LORD gives voice before His 

army, For His camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes His 

word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it? 

 

John’s description of these demonic locusts is awful. They are like powerful war 

horses with human faces. They wear crowns and have long flowing hair like women 

and teeth like lions. They are covered with armour and have a scorpion like tail with 

a sting that inflicts intense agony. Their assault is limited to five months (incidentally 

the lifespan of ordinary locusts) 

 

Not only Joel seems to be the backdrop for Revelation Chapter 9 but also the eight 

plague against Egypt. Exodus 10:3-6 



“3 So Moses and Aaron came in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says 

the LORD God of the Hebrews: ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself 

before Me? Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 4 Or else, if you refuse to 

let My people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your territory. 5 And 

they shall cover the face of the earth, so that no one will be able to see the 

earth; and they shall eat the residue of what is left, which remains to you from 

the hail, and they shall eat every tree which grows up for you out of the 

field. 6 They shall fill your houses, the houses of all your servants, and the 

houses of all the Egyptians—which neither your fathers nor your fathers’ 

fathers have seen, since the day that they were on the earth to this day.’ ” And 

he turned and went out from Pharaoh” 

John gives a name to the angel the king of the bottomless pit “whose name in 

Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon” Abaddon is 

Hebrew for destruction and Apollyon is Greek for Destroyer. The destroyer orders his 

horde of demons from the bottomless pit to assault the earth. This king of the 

bottomless pit may be Satan and it’s possible that the angels (referred to by Jude in 

1:6) are these demonic beings bound since the date of the flood known as the “Sons 

of God” mentioned in Genesis 6:2-4. See next 

One school of thought 

One school of thought is that the first 11 verses of chapter 9 are a second demonic 

invasion of the earth. Those who hold to this theory refer to the first invasion 

occurring before the flood and was the reason for the destruction of all living things. 

In this theory the “sons of God” referred to in Genesis 6:1-4 refer to fallen angels or 

demons who take possession of human beings and coexist with them. The result is 

the awful hybrid, the Nephilim. Here the Lord intervenes with cosmic judgment and 

initiates a new beginning (Genesis 7-8). The pre-flood world perished by water and 

the post flood world perishes by fire (2 Peter 2:4-10; 3:1-13). 

 

The sixth trumpet. A demonic cavalry vs 13-21 

3 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of 

the golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the 



trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day 

and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 Now the 

number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the 

number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on 

them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the 

heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came 

fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was 

killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their 

mouths. 19 For [e]their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their 

tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 

20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent 

of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of 

gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor 

walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their [f]sorceries or their 

sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 

A divine command begins the sixth trumpet “release the four angels who are 

bound at the great river Euphrates” Evil angels are depicted as bound or 

restricted to certain locations and these four angels appear to fall into this category. 

Perhaps these were spirits active at the time of Noah, we don’t know. These unleash 

an even more devasting demonic invasion resulting in the torture and death of one-

third of the world’s population. They gather the world to a final war with 200 million 

the number of their army. 

Commentators differ on the occasion and the competents involved in the slaughter 

following the sixth trumpet, according to their view on the book of Revelation. You 

may recall in an earlier study that I gave a brief description of the main four views 

and we will look briefly at these in relation to this sixth trumpet 

 

Idealists view 

This view is that nothing literal happens in Revelation, everything is symbolic. So as 

far as the sixth trumpet is concerned those taking this view simply speak in 

generalities, namely that world conflict will result 



Preterists view 

This view is that everything in Revelation has already happened. They most often 

suggest that the sixth trumpet was a Parthian invasion. Parthia a kingdom lying to 

the east of the Euphrates River and stretching across Iran, was an eastern frontier of 

the Roman Empire. The Parthians were a feared opponent, having more than once 

bloodied the eastern legions. John pictures this vast army as cavalry, the Parthians 

were famous for their swift horses 

 

Historicists view 

This view is that some things have happened that are mentioned in Revelation some 

are happening now and some are yet to happen. The sixth trumpet, according to this 

view, involves a number of historical possibilities from Genghis Khan to Lawrence of 

Arabia 

 

Futurists view 

This view is that everything is yet to happen. Futurists of an earlier generation 

expected a literal army of 200 million to descend on Israel during the Tribulation. 

More recently many have considered China as the invader which supposedly will 

force the Antichrist to intervene in the Middle East. Some take the reference to 

sulphur, fire and smoke and the great casualty rate as evidence of thermonuclear 

weapons. Some more bizarre authors find allusions to a host of modern weapon 

systems in the book of Daniel, Ezekiel and Revelation, including attack helicopters, 

armed with a tail mount that sprays chemical and biological weapons. The 

speculation continues with the futurist view and is in the main misleading and 

unhelpful. 

Whatever the truth and leaving aside all the speculation the havoc is real yet in spite 

of these terrible judgments the survivors did not repent of the works of their 

hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, 

stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not 

repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 

thefts” 


