
REVELATION STUDY 22 
CHAPTER 15 

 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous: seven angels having 

the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 

2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who 

have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over 

the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of 

God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of 

the Lamb, saying: 

“Great and marvellous are Your works, 

Lord God Almighty! 

Just and true are Your ways, 

O King of the saints! 
4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 

For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship before You, 

For Your judgments have been manifested.” 

5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 

testimony in heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple came the seven 

angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their 

chests girded with golden bands. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave 

to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives 

forever and ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and 

from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues 

of the seven angels were completed. 

The chapter opens with Johns view from heaven. The first time Johns perspective 

shifts to heaven occurs in chapter 4 where he is caught up to the heavenly throne 

room. This remains his view until Revelation 10-11 when John seems to be back on 

earth that is until chapter 12 when he appears to describe again his perspective from 

heaven. In chapter 13 he’s back on earth to witness the rise of the beast and the 

false prophet. In chapter 14 he pays another visit to heaven where he remains in 

chapter 15. One of the characteristics of apocalyptic writings is this kind of 

alternation of views between heaven and earth. You see this in Exodus chapters 19-



40 where Moses makes several ascents and descents on Mount Sinai in the course 

of the narrative. Perhaps this served as a model for later visionary experiences 

The first eight verses prepares readers for the final onslaught of Gods wrath. The 

action takes place in the form of a heavenly worship service. John’s first glimpse is of 

the faithful martyrs worshipping God around a sea of glass. They sing a song named 

after two figures in redemptive history; Moses and the Lamb. Moses represents the 

old covenant made at Mount Sinai with Israel. The Lamb represents the new 

covenant made at Mount Calvary between Jesus and those who receive Him as 

Saviour and Lord. The old covenant festival of Passover featured a lamb whose 

blood was smeared on the lintel and doorposts of Hebrew homes so the destroying 

angel passes over them and they are safe. Jesus the Lamb shed His blood for the 

forgiveness of sins and the imparting of His life to believers. Believers are to be 

spared from the wrath of God. Paul reminds us of this in 1 Thessalonians 1:10 

“and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 

dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come” This promise 

sustains believers through the ordeals described in Revelation. The song they sing 

echoes the words of the Song of Moses in Exodus 15:1-18 and Deuteronomy 32  

Then seven angels emerge from the throne room and one of the four living creatures 

gives them seven golden bowls containing the wrath of God. They prepare to pour 

out the contents like the priests in the Jerusalem Temple regularly poured out drink 

offerings on the great bronze altar in front of the Temple (1 Kings 7:50; 2 Kings 

12:13). Here though the bowls are not poured out on the altar but on the earth. Now 

the temple in heaven is filled with smoke and none was able to enter Gods inner 

sanctuary. Who can say what this means, except perhaps to recall that there was a 

time at Calvary when the sun was darkened so that none could see the face of Jesus 

as He bore the sin of the world. In this final hour of judgment God draws a veil. God’s 

reaction to human sin and rebellion is no light matter 

Retuning for a moment to the song sung by the redeemed, will you note that the 

emphasis is not on the love of God but on His justice “Just and true are Your ways. 

You might say that love and justice are two sides of the same coin, though 

unfortunately in our day and age the notion of justice is often ignored or relegated to 

second place. Scripture however insists that Gods holiness and glory cannot be 



upheld without His legitimate right (indeed necessity) to punish those who ultimately 

reject Him. Indeed Gods judgment reveals His glory as surely as does His mercy. 

Romans 2; 4-11 “ or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, 

and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 

repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 

heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 

revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one 

according to his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in 

doing good seek for glory, honour, and immortality; 8 but to those who are self-

seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and 

wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the 

Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honour, and peace to everyone 

who works what is  

Gospel preaching has concentrated much on the love of God, but in the same letter, 

(1st John) where this is declared, we also read that God is light. Today more is said 

about the mercy of God than His justice, more about pardon for sin than punishment 

for sin. What we are looking at in the book of Revelation does not fit in with some 

people’s idea of God. The book presents us with a side of Gods nature that’s not 

very “nice” to some, nevertheless it’s true. How often we hear people say they don’t 

like the Old Testament but they like the New, yet if they were to honestly read the 

book of Revelation they would find there things more awful than they could ever find 

in the Old Testament. Similarly we hear people say they like the Gospels and the 

words of Jesus, but there is no contradiction between the Gospels and the book of 

Revelation. Indeed it is the book that come from Jesus, it is the Revelation of Christ 

Jesus. We must either accept who God really is, and face these realities, or we shall 

be guilty of idolatry by inventing a God of our own making and preference.  

We are about to see, in the chapters that follow, the final display of the wrath of God 

which has been building for centuries. The Greek language has two words for anger, 

one meaning a slow resentment which simmers inside, the other a word for boiling 

over and coming out. The words are orge and thermos. The word orge means 

settled inside anger that does not immediately come out. Thermos is a word that 

means to boil over, to reach the point where it cannot be contained and it erupts. All 



through the New Testament (or the most part) the word orge is used for the anger of 

God. It’s the anger that does not immediately show, God contains it. God’s anger is 

being held in, but one day it will erupt as the final moments of history play out. It’s 

true that His anger has been displayed from time to time, as we see in the scriptures, 

but I think of this as God scooping out some water from a reservoir and pouring his 

anger out from time to time, until one day he will burst the dam and His anger will be 

seen in its awful and righteous fruition. Today Gods wrath is being stored up and 

kept back by the dam of His mercy. When the dam bursts His judgment will come 

flooding down upon all unrepentant sinners. 

I shall end with an invitation from the Psalms “kiss the Son, lest He be angry and 

you perish in the way, for His wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 

refuge in Him. 

 

 

 


