
STUDY 23 

REVELATION CHAPTER 16 

 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and 

pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” 

First Bowl: Loathsome Sores 

2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul 

and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and 

those who worshiped his image. 

Second Bowl: The Sea Turns to Blood 

3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood 

as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. 

Third Bowl: The Waters Turn to Blood 

4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of 

water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying: 

“You are righteous, O Lord,  

The One who is and who was and who is to be,  

Because You have judged these things. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,  

and You have given them blood to drink. 

For it is their just due.” 

7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true 

and righteous are Your judgments.” 

Fourth Bowl: Men Are Scorched 

8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given 

to him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and 

they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and 

they did not repent and give Him glory. 

Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain 

10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his 

kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of 



the pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and 

their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 

Sixth Bowl: Euphrates Dried Up 

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and 

its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be 

prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth 

of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false 

prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to 

the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of 

that great day of God Almighty. 

15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 

16 And they gathered them together to the place called in 

Hebrew, Armageddon. 

Seventh Bowl: The Earth Utterly Shaken 

17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice 

came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, and “It is 

done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was 

a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred 

since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided into three parts, 

and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before 

God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 

wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not 

found. 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the 

weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, 

since that plague was exceedingly great. 

We have seen seven seals, seven trumpets, and we now come to seven bowls. A 

loud voice from the heavenly temple orders the pouring out of the bowls, the final 

series of divine judgments. In the verses that follow, seven angels pour out the 

contents of their bowls, the wrath of God. Just like the trumpets (see chapters 8, 9, 

and 11) the bowls are reminiscent of the plagues of Israel. The most notable 

difference is the scale and the intensity of these bowl judgments. They are indeed 

horrific and global in their impact. In rapid succession, the contents of the seven 

bowls rain down and obliterate all resistance.  



Since the seven trumpets and the seven bowl judgments appear to describe the 

same events (from a different perspective) I think it will be helpful to remind 

ourselves, when dealing with each bowl, of the corresponding scripture regarding the 

trumpets 

 

Bowl 1: Loathsome Sores 

1st Trumpet. Revelation 8 vs 7 “The first angel sounded: And hail and fire 

followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of 

the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up” 

1st Bowl (vs 2)“So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and 

a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast 

and those who worshiped his image. 

The first trumpet and the first bowl judgments both impact the earth. The trumpet 

judgment describes the effect on vegetation, whilst the bowl judgment describes the 

impact on people. This plague is reminiscent of the sixth plague of boils in Egypt 

(Exodus 9:10-11) 

 

Bowl 2. The sea turns to blood 

2nd Trumpet Revelation 8:8-9 “Then the second angel 

sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown 

into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9 And a third of the living 

creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

2nd Bowl (vs 3) “Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it 

became blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died” 

This time the whole sea becomes blood, and all life in it perishes. 

 

Bowl 3. The waters turn to blood 

3rd Trumpet Revelation 8: 10-11 “Then the third angel sounded: And a great star 

fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on 



the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the 

waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was 

made bitter” 

3rd Bowl (vs 4-7) Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and 

springs of water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters 

saying: “You are righteous, Lord, The One who is and who was and who is to 

be, Because You have judged these things.6 For they have shed the blood of 

saints and prophets And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their 

just due.”7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God 

Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.” 

 

The third angel pours his bowl into fresh waters and they too turn to blood. Both 

bowls two and three correspond to the first plague of Egypt when the river Nile was 

turned to blood (Exodus 7:19-21)  

 

Now comes a small interruption in the sequence of the judgments as the angel of the 

waters justifies the actions of God (vs 5-7). God’s justice could be described as 

“blood for blood”. God is absolutely fair in his recompense for evil, He is just and His 

judgments are “true and righteous”. 

 

Bowl 4 Men are scorched 

4th Trumpet Revelation 8:12 “Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun 

was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them 

were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night” 

4th Bowl (vs 8-9)“Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and 

power was given to him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with 

great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these 

plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory” 

The earth is scorched and the sun bears down on earths inhabitants with deadly 

intensity. Incidentally the highest recorded temperature on earth was 136 degrees 

Fahrenheit in Libya in 1922. No doubt this plague far exceeds that temperature. How 



do the inhabitants of the earth react to this “act of God”, they blaspheme His name 

and do not repent.  

 

Bowl 5 Darkness and pain 

5th Trumpet Revelation 9:1-2 “Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star 

fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless 

pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the 

smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the 

smoke of the pit” 

5th Bowl (vs 10-11) Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the 

beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their 

tongues because of the pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because 

of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 

The fifth trumpet, and the fifth bowl both cause darkness on the earth. Chapter 

16:10-11 gives a brief summary whilst chapter 9:1-12 gives an extensive description 

of a swarm of demons released from the bottomless pit. The angel pours his bowl on 

the throne of the beast, and the epicentre of his empire is stricken with total 

darkness. 

 

Bowl 6 Euphrates Dried Up 

6th Trumpet Revelation 9:13-20 “ Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a 

voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to 

the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are 

bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been 

prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third 

of mankind. 16 Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred 

million; I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: 

those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and 

sulphur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and 

out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By these 

three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the 



brimstone which came out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth 

and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them 

they do harm.20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 

plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not 

worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can 

neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or 

their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

6th Bowl (vs 12-16) “Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 

Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the 

east might be prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out 

of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth 

of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, performing 

signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 

them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.15 “Behold, I am coming as 

a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk 

naked and they see his shame.”16 And they gathered them together to the 

place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

In both the 6th trumpet and the 6th bowl the river Euphrates figures prominently in the 

action. Demonic activity stirs up a final showdown between the dragon and the 

Lamb. The 6th bowl dries up the Euphrates, apparently allowing an invading force to 

sweep in from the east, finding a potential barrier suddenly removed. The 6th bowl 

describes the last battle, the location of which has become a famous place and word 

“Armageddon”. The unholy trinity, that is the dragon, the beast, and the false 

prophet, send forth demonic emissaries to mobilise the forces of the earth against 

the Lamb. These spirits look like frogs and are reminiscent of the second Egyptian 

plague of frogs (Exodus 8:1-6). The demons are successful in their propaganda, and 

a massive army assembles at a place laden with memories of former battles, that is 

a place called “Megiddo” in the Jezreel Valley of Israel. Many scholars prefer to see 

this as symbolic, seeing Megiddo as a meeting point for coalition forces allied with 

the beast, but not the site of a final battle. The Old Testament prophets Joel and 

Zechariah however, located the main action of the Day of the Lord in the Holy Land 

and in particular Jerusalem (Joel 3:1-21; Zechariah 12-14) 



The term Armageddon refers to the ancient site of Megiddo a strategic city guarding 

the main north-south route from Egypt to Syria. This route, later called “Via Maris” 

(Way of the Sea) passes through a low ridge of hills into the fertile Jezreel valley. 

Hebrew kings, from Solomon onward, fortified the site as it serves as a choke point 

controlling traffic and commerce along this vital artery. Whoever controls Megiddo 

controls much of the Promised Land. Megiddo figures in the famous battle between 

the Canaanites and Israel in the days of Deborah, the prophetess and judge (Judges 

4-5). The Assyrians, and later the Babylonians, conquered Megiddo in their 

conquests of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Napoleon Bonaparte won a 

convincing victory there, and also General Allenby, during World War 1, where he 

defeated the Ottoman Turks. 

 

Bowl 7 the earth shaken 

7th Trumpet Revelation 11:15 and19) “Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 

were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever 

and ever! Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His 

covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 

thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 

7th Bowl (vs 17-21) “Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and 

a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is 

done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was 

a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred 

since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided into three parts, 

and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before 

God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 

wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not 

found. 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the 

weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, 

since that plague was exceedingly great. 

When the 7th trumpet sounds, and the 7th bowl is poured out, there are voices, 

lightening, thundering, an earthquake and a great plague of hailstones. These are 



the events that accompany the return of Christ and the end of the last war. An 

unprecedented earthquake convulses the planet, and a massive hailstorm pounds 

the planet with 100 pound hailstones. The devastation is complete and the evil 

empire collapses like a house of cards. Babylon splits into three parts and all the 

cities of the world fall in ruins 

As we have seen by comparing them, the trumpet and bowl judgments harmonise, 

and rather than thinking there are two Armageddon’s, perhaps the trumpet 

judgments were blown by way of warning of what was to come. 

It seems as the return of Christ draws near God will plead with the nations to repent 

by sending these fearful judgments of natural disasters. Sadly, as we have read, 

many will blaspheme and curse God in spite of everything they have seen. 

Finally, and we can’t leave this study without being reminded, that tucked into the 

vision of the 6th bowl we have a word of exhortation. Vs 15 “Behold, I am coming 

as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk 

naked and they see his shame.” John here inserts a word from the Lamb Himself. 

We don’t read of the Lamb in chapter 16 but he’s there alright leading the charge 

against the evil empire, orchestrating its total destruction. This exhortation, for 

believers only encourages them not to despair, not to give up, but remain steadfast. 

This is similar to the words of Jesus during His earthly ministry, for example Matthew 

24:42-44 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is 

coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what [hour 

the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be 

broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect. 

This should remind us of the underlying purpose of the book of Revelation, that is to 

encourage the seven churches and subsequent believers, to trust Christ and be 

committed to Him over and against all counterfeits, whether they be the imperial 

(Rome) cult of the first century or its End Times counterpart, during the reign of the 

Antichrist. 

 


