
STUDY 26 

REVELATION CHAPTER 19 

 

Heaven Exults over Babylon 

After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 

“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honour and power belong to the Lord our 

God! 2 for true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the 

great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged 

on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her 

smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four 

living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, 

saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise 

our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many 

waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord 

God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 

ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of 

God.” 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you 

do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the 

testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.” 

Christ on a White Horse 

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes 

war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many 

crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except 

Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 

called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in [f]fine linen, 

white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes 

a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will 

rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness 



and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name 

written: 

KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS. 

The Beast and His Armies Defeated 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 

saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather 

together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, 

the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those 

who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and 

great.” 

19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 

together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His 

army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who 

worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the 

mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast 

alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed 

with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 

horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

 

A huge heavenly choir leads off the celebration with a doxology (a giving of praise or 

blessing to God). The anthem begins with a rousing “HALLELUJAH” and an 

explanation for the outburst. God acts in accord with His faithfulness and justice. The 

great harlot receives her just rewards in return for her persecution of the people of 

God. 

A second “HALLELUJAH” rings out declaring the duration of her punishment. It is to 

be “forever and ever”. Then the twenty four elders and the four living creatures bow 

before the throne of God and add their voices “AMEN HALLELUJAH”. That word 

Amen comes from the Hebrew, and conveys the notion of that which is firm and true. 

Gods judgment is affirmed and welcomed by those closest to the throne 

Next a voice (unidentified) cries from the throne and sings a short solo “Praise our 

God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” The 

angelic choir responds and the sound is overwhelming, like the sound of many 



waters and mighty thunder. The first element in the song is “The Lord reigns”. His 

enemies have been dealt with and The Lord’s Prayer is realised “Your kingdom 

come your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. The second element in the 

song concerns a wedding which has come. The Lamb is the groom and the church is 

the bride. John, the writer, makes reference to this in his gospel in chapter 3:29.The 

multitude of believers that is the bride, are clothed in the pure and fine linen of 

righteous acts. This will be a day of unlimited joy. Jesus uses the metaphor of a 

wedding banquet in Matthew 22:2-12. This is a parable about a king who prepares a 

lavish wedding banquet for his son, only to be humiliated by the invited guests 

refusal to come. Jesus talks about a person who attends the wedding banquet 

without the proper clothes. One must be an invited guest to attend this banquet, and 

the clothes are provided by the host. The person who spoke to John was so glorious 

in appearance that John fell at his feet to worship him. But John was stopped from 

doing so with the astonishing words that he is none other than an ordinary believer, 

now glorified in heaven “. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am 

your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus” 

(vs 10).  Eternal life is so much more than living forever, it is life on another plane 

through our union with God. We partake of the divine nature. It is obvious that 

believers will never be equal to God, but Gods plan was, not just to forgive us, 

though that is glorious, but to share His own life with us, and to make us partakers of 

His substance. We are to share His love and holiness, His joy, His peace.  

2 Peter 1:2-4 “ Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 

and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us 

by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 

precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

Romans 8:30 “ Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 

called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

 

The second coming of Christ 



In verse 11 John writes “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. 

And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He 

judges and makes war” You will find another reference to a white horse in chapter 

6 of Revelation, but this rider appears to be different. This rider clearly trumps the 

first rider, it is surely Jesus Himself. Four names identify Him and speak of His 

character and qualification for being king, redeemer and the only true ruler of 

humanity  

Faithful and true 

The faithfulness of Jesus is a keynote in the book of Revelation. He is “the faithful 

witness” (Revelation 1:5, 3:14). He cannot break His own word and He never fails 

He stands in stark contrast to the beast and the false prophet who specialise in 

deceit 

The Word of God 

The very expression of the person of God, His love and righteousness. This title 

connects the book of Revelation with Johns Gospel which opens with this theme 

(John 1:1-5) 

King of kings and Lord of lords 

The repetition in the title (King of kings) is a characteristic of Hebrew language 

emphasising something superlative and unique. He has absolute authority over all 

humanity, and all must bow to Him freely or reluctantly. 

John also saw that His eyes were like a flame of fire piercing and searching the 

hearts. His clothing has been dipped in blood. This may refer to Jesus death at 

Calvary, also the image of a warrior whose garment is stained with the blood of his 

fallen enemies. Perhaps both images are intended; both are rooted in Biblical 

thought Taking multiple descriptive names is a traditional practice among monarchs 

ancient and modern. For example Isaiah 9:6 lists four throne names of the 

prophesied Messiah “Wonderful counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace” What a wonderful name for The Lord Jesus, the retuning King 

John now rewinds the tape of the last days events, as the chapter concludes. He 

shows the battle of Armageddon for one last time. Here we have another invitation to 

a banquet, called the great supper of God “Come and gather together for 



the supper of the great God” (vs17).What a contrast to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb. This is a gory supper, a macabre feast of decaying flesh. An angel 

summonses the birds of the air to the scene of the battle to clean up the mess, and 

so ends the army recruited by the beast and the false prophet. 

Attention shifts to the ringleaders the beast and the false prophet. Both are captured 

and “These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone” (vs 

20) and the rest we are told “were killed with the sword which proceeded from 

the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their 

flesh” (vs 21) How do this happen so suddenly and immediately, by the sword which 

issues from the mouth of the rider on the white horse. That is by the word of the 

command of Jesus, who called the worlds into existence by a word (Genesis 1). 

 

 

 


