
REVELATION 

Chapter 2:12-17 

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘these things 

says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and 

where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My 

name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which 

Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan 

dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there 

those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 

stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 

idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who 

hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent, or else 

I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of 

My mouth.17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna 

to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name 

written which no one knows except him who receives it.” ’ 

 

We have, so far, looked at the church in Ephesus, which had lost its first 

love, and the church at Smyrna which was enduring persecution.  

 

Now we move to the church in Pergamos which was a compromising church, 

a church permitting corruption. See how Jesus introduces Himself to this 

church, being described as the one having “the sharp two-edged sword”. 

This is not a happy introduction, actually rather threatening, since this is a 

church facing judgment and danger, and the danger was from Jesus Himself. 

Go back to chapter 1:16 where John had the vision of Jesus moving among 

the churches  “He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth 

went a sharp two edged sword and his countenance was like the sun 

shining in its strength”. Here Jesus is seen as having judicial authority, 

both judge and executioner. What is the sword coming out of his mouth? See 

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful and sharper 

than any two edged sword piercing even to the division of soul and 

spirit and of joints and marrow and is a discerner of the thoughts and 



intents of the heart “God is coming to deal with false teaching, and false 

teachers. In chapter 19:15 we see the same kind of thing. Christ is seen on a 

white horse, He is coming in judgment to make war “Now out of His mouth 

goes a sharp sword that with it He should strike the nations and He 

Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the 

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of almighty God” 

 

Jesus says “I know your works and where you dwell where Satan’s 

throne is” Pergamos was 60 miles north of Smyrna, the capital of the 

Roman province of Asia Minor. The word Pergamos literally means 

“parchment” writing material developed from animal skins which was first 

developed in this area, and from which it took its name. There was a large 

university there and a library of some 300,000 volumes, all of course hand 

written, no printing yet. It was an important and significant city, but Gods 

estimation of it is chilling “Satan’s throne”. How did it warrant such a 

description, perhaps for three reasons? 

 

First Emperor Worship 

It was the capital city of emperor worship. It was the first city to build a 

temple to Caesar. As I mentioned in relation to the church in Smyrna, each 

year every citizen had to burn incense on Caesars altar and was then issued 

with a certificate. Without this certificate your life was in danger. Do you 

recall the wonderful old man and martyr, Polycarp? Caesar was no longer 

seen as a political or military figure, but as a God to be worshipped.  

 

Second pagan forms of worship/false religion. 

There was in the city an altar to the Greek god Zeus. Zeus was the supreme 

God, the king of gods, the god of sky and thunder. The altar was in the 

shape of a throne, forty feet high and set in the highest place of the city. 

A fascinating aside to mention is, that in the 19th century a German 

archaeologist working in the city of Pergamos removed that throne (Satan’s 

throne) from the hillside and took it to Europe. It was taken to the Berlin 

Pergamum museum where it is to this day. Within a few years Germany was 

at war and destroyed, then at war again and later shattered and divided. 



There may be no link between the location of the altar and the throne of 

Satan, yet it is an intriguing and awful fact of history that Germany was a 

focus of great evil in the first half of the 20th century 

 

Third worship of Asclepius 

Pergamos had renowned medical schools and a temple to the Greek god of 

health Asclepius. People went there to be healed. Sufferers were allowed to 

spend the night in the darkness of the temple where there were temple 

snakes. In the night the sufferer might be touched by one of these tame 

snakes and have infused in them the power of the healing god 

 

The most famous medical practitioner in the ancient world was called 

Hippocrates born on the Greek island of Cos, 430 years before Christ. The 

Hippocratic Oath is, or was, traditionally taken by newly qualified doctors to 

uphold certain ethical standards. The second most famous doctor was called 

Gaylon and he came from Pergamos.The emblem of this God of healing 

Asclepius was a snake, still the universal symbol of a pharmacy 

 

To summarize, Temples to Caesar, altars to Zeus and other gods, and 

temples to Asclepius, it really was Satan’s throne. Do you recall in the case 

of Smyrna, the place was described as “the synagogue of Satan” that is the 

opposition to the church was hidden behind false religion. The devil operated 

through the Jewish synagogue. In Pergamos however, things are different, 

Satan’s throne is there, and where his throne is, the church is in danger of 

entering into an alliance with his forces 

 

Satan is not God, he is not omnipresent, he is not everywhere as God is 

everywhere, and he is not all powerful as God is. He is a fallen angel, with 

the wisdom and the power and the ability to travel which he had before he 

fell. In order to carry out his work, it seems, he has a base of operation. It 

may be that he has more than one, and he will pass from one to the other. 

He had chosen Pergamos as one of his bases on the earth. He chooses 

strategic places from which he can best use his influence. 

 



Like the church at Smyrna, we don’t know how the church at Pergamos 

began. We know that Paul was the leader of the church in Ephesus for three 

years and we read in Acts 19:10 “All who dwelt in Asia heard the word of 

the Lord Jesus both Jews and Greeks” 

 

Listen to its commendation “you hold fast to My name and did not deny 

My faith even in the days in which Antipas was my faithful martyr, who 

was killed among you where Satan dwells” The church had been loyal to 

the name of Christ. They had not denied him “You did not deny My faith” 

notice, not “their faith” but His faith. Hebrews talks of Jesus being “the 

author and finisher of our faith” Jesus lived on the principle of faith, and 

through his victory was the “author” (the “file leader”) and perfector, and 

vindicator of faith as a principle of living. Our faith is not in us, or our faith, but 

in Him and His. We exercise faith in responding to His faith. The church there 

were loyal, not only to the person of Christ, but they evidently rested in his 

accomplished purpose. They had confidence in His cross, they were loyal to 

the faith of Christ bringing men to salvation. We don’t know who Antipas was, 

maybe a pastor in the church, but he had been martyred. (Tradition says that 

he was burned to death inside a brass bull)  

 

Listen now to the condemnation “But I have a few things against you 

because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel to 

eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality and you 

have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitians which thing I hate” 

They were allowing people in the church to feel comfortable, even though 

they had compromised with the world and believed false things. As a church 

they were soft and tolerant when it came to sin and error. Let’s take a closer 

look at these heresies. 

 

The first heresy  

Was one from the Old Testament “You have people there in the church 

who hold the doctrine of Balaam” You will find the story in Numbers 

chapters 22-25. Balak was the king of Moab, and he wanted to rid himself of 



Israel. The Moabites attacked and opposed Israel, seeking to destroy the 

people of God during Israel's wilderness wanderings. The Moabites were the 

descendants of a man named Moab, who was the son of an incestuous 

relationship between Lot and one of his daughters. (Gen.19:30-38) The 

Moabites were known for their lawlessness, gluttony, orgies fornication, 

prostitution, debauchery and brutal violence. This was a people opposed to 

God and His ways. In Psalm 60:8, God says this, "Moab is my wash pot” In 

the East, the general mode of washing the hands and the feet was with a 

basin and a jug. Water was poured upon the hands or feet from the jug and it 

fell into the basin. No Oriental, if he can help it, will wash in standing water; 

he prefers to have it clear and running. He puts his feet into the wash pot, 

into the bath, into the basin, and then the clear, cool liquid is poured upon his 

feet; the wash pot answering the sole purpose of holding the dirty water 

which has already passed over the man's flesh. To continue the story Balak 

the king of Moab went to Balaam (a kind of prophet for hire) and paid him to 

put a curse on Israel. Three times Balaam tried to do this but finished up 

blessing them instead. So Balaam devised another plan. If he could not 

curse them he would corrupt them. This was his plan. The Moabite women 

would move in with the Israelite men and sexually seduce them, bringing 

about intermarriage between Moab and Israel. By doing this the men of 

Israel were also mingling with the pagan gods worshipped by these women, 

and this would result in idolatry. Balaam’s trick worked.  

This is a perfect example of religious syncretism. That is a mixture of 

different belief systems. The teaching Jesus is referring to, is the teaching of 

Balaam which says you can mix with the world. You can intermarry with the 

pagan systems of the world. Mingling with the world is Ok. You don’t have to 

be separate and come out from among them. However God’s word says this 

in 2 Cor 6:14 “do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers for 

what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness and what 

communion has light with darkness” So here in the church in Pergamos 

people were saying, you can be a Christian and worship idols, commit 

fornication with a heathen priest or priestess at the temple, go to the orgies 

and festivals and worship Jesus on a Sunday, and it appears the church was 

doing nothing about it. 



We do have some other clues about the doctrine of Balaam mentioned in the 

New Testament. In 2 Peter 2:15 Peter is talking about the depravity of false 

teachers and says “They have forsaken the right way, and are gone 

astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness. I think it's interesting that Peter uses the term 

"wages" of unrighteousness, which indicates that these false teachers are 

motivated by money and power. These are serious warnings in the 21st 

century in days of prosperity preaching, scandals involving misuse of money 

and sexual immorality. 

 

It might be a good exercise to look at what idolatry looks like in the 21st 

Century. Now there is a subject for a house group discussion. In the words of 

the famous Bishop Ryle, an English evangelical Anglican bishop and first 

bishop of Liverpool “We have come to a time when the subject of idolatry 

demands a thorough and searching investigation. I believe that idolatry 

is near us and about us and in the midst of us to a very fearful extent” 

The Apostle John said “Little children keep yourselves from idols” (1 

John 5 v 2) 

 

The second heresy 

“You also have in your number those who hold to the doctrines of the 

Nicolaitans” We have come across these people before and there is a lot of 

speculation, as to who they were, and what they believed. We do know 

however, that the outcome of their teaching was the same as the outcome of 

the teaching of Balaam. The early church was moving in power and 

whenever that happens the devil is at work. Even in the book of Acts (20:29) 

when Paul is addressing the elders in Ephesus he says  

“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock among which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers to shepherd the church of God which He 

purchased with His own blood For I know this that savage wolves will 

come in among you not sparing the flock also from among yourselves 

men will rise up speaking perverse things to draw away the disciples 

unto themselves”  

 



Jesus’s is severe with this church “repent” The word is not addressed to 

those who hold these beliefs, but to the church that tolerates them. Deal with 

them, put them out of the fellowship “a little leaven leavens the whole 

lump” The church must keep its teaching under strict and regular scrutiny, 

there must be no compromise. Jesus says if you don’t repent “I will come to 

you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth” 

Unless you exercise discipline as a church and exclude them I will fight 

against them. 

 

Jesus makes a promise to those who obey Him and are overcomers “To 

him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat and I 

will give him a white stone and on the stone a new name written which 

no one knows except him who receives it” Manna we know was the 

bread given to people in the wilderness, some was hidden in the Ark. It 

represented the bread of life. Jesus in effect was saying I will give you of 

myself, all you need for life, those in the world can feed on food which 

perishes, but you are to have Me.  

 

There are several possibilities for the meaning of the “white stone” 

1. A white stone was given to a man justly acquitted and freed from 

condemnation 

2. A white stone was given to one returning from battle as a reward for victory 

3. A white stone was given to a man as a token that he was made a free man of 

the city 

4. A white stone was given to an athlete as part of his prize and as an 

admission to the winners celebration 

5. My personal favourite.Two friends, about to part, divide a white stone and 

write their names on each. Each would carry the stone bearing the name of 

his friend. If they did not meet again they would pass the stone to a son in a 

Will. Sometimes after generations two would meet and an immediate 

friendship would ensue, an unending friendship. 

 

 

 



Application to us as a church 

1. Gods people are to be a distinct and separate people 

2. Friendship with the world is not an option. We are not to worship at its altars 

or follow its ways 

3. We must deal with all who would seek to hold a false doctrine so as to lead 

people astray 

 

1 John 2:15-16 

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the 

world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting 

of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the 

world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the 

will of God lives forever” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


