
REVELATION STUDY 18 

CHAPTER 11  

PART 2 

Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, 

saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 

worship there. 2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 

measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy 

city underfoot for forty-two months. 3 And I will give power to my 

two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty 

days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the two 

lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to 

harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if 

anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These have 

power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and 

they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with 

all plagues, as often as they desire. When they finish their testimony, the beast 

that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome 

them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great 

city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 

crucified. 9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see 

their dead bodies’ three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be 

put into graves. 10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 

make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 

tormented those who dwell on the earth now after the three-and-a-half days the 

breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and great 

fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying to them, “Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and 

their enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and 

a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, 

and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. The second woe 

is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly (verse 1-14) 

 



John sees a time when evangelism and encouragement would be limited and a 

gruesome future would await the children of God. This awful beast is most likely 

Satan himself. We have read about him in Chapter 9:11“the angel of the Abyss 

called Apollyon Destroyer” now in chapter 11 described as “the beast that 

ascends out of the bottomless pit”.  This seems to be an echo of what Daniel said 

in Daniel chapter 7:21 “I was watching; and the same horn was making war 

against the saints, and prevailing against them. We shall read more about him in 

Revelation chapters 12 and 13.  

 

At this point John is content to inform his readers about a power encounter in 

Jerusalem. The two witnesses (we have considered already in part 1) seem 

invincible. They possess unprecedented power over nature. Who can stand against 

them? This beast appears from the bottomless pit, takes them on and defeats them. 

The beast leaves their bodies exposed as an act of humiliation. None dare oppose 

the beast without mortal consequences, but it seems most earth dwellers are quite 

happy with the outcome. There are great celebrations, indeed global ones, over the 

demise of the two witnesses, the two prophets. Evidently the preaching of the two 

witnesses and their call to repentance is a torment for many because they cannot 

bear to hear the truth. The beast however does not get the last word and the two 

witnesses are raised up to heaven in plain view of eyewitnesses. This is followed by 

an earthquake for the inhabitants of Jerusalem levelling a tenth of the city and 

resulting in the death of 7000. The survivors though filled with terror “gave glory to 

the God of heaven”.  

 

We could spend time looking at the times mentioned in chapter 11 that is 42 months, 

3 and a half days and 1260 days, but I am anxious we don’t go down too many 

avenues and lose the big picture There are many things in the book of Revelation of 

which we are unsure, but we can be sure that God will ensure that there are 

preachers right at the end of time, and though these people will be persuasive the 

world still won’t listen. Here is another rebuttal of the novel idea (which came into 

being in the 19C and was unheard of before then) that a secret rapture of the saints 

will take place in chapter 4. The church is still on the earth and faithful witnesses are 



praying and preaching the gospel. The nearer we get to the end, and the more the 

gospel is proclaimed, the more the opposition there will be. The nearer we get to the 

end of history the more the witnesses of Jesus will be persecuted. 

 

May I offer a word of caution? We must avoid thinking of the future alone, as if these 

things have not happened in the past. Revelation was not written for speculation 

about the future but as a comfort to those seven churches warning them what was 

ahead. Having said that there is a future element to be considered because the Holy 

War imagery, which we are now delving into, is an ongoing battle which will one day 

come to a head before Jesus returns.  

 

Let me give you an example of how some (whom I greatly respect) would argue 

these things have already occurred. Revelation was written during the reign of the 

sixth Roman Emperor Nero. In AD 64 persecutions against Christians began in 

earnest. Vast numbers were arrested, convicted and sentenced to death. Many were 

covered with the skins of animals and torn to bits by dogs. Some were nailed to 

crosses or were burnt to serve as nightly illumination for Nero’s parties. We could 

look further into these things and in particular consider the number 666 (we shall 

look at this number in a later study) but we must not be too side-tracked at this 

stage. I simply want to point out that there are other credible interpretations of 

Revelation and we must never assume that we have the exclusive truth on these 

matters. We must show due respect to those serious students of the Word who have 

studied the book in considerably more detail than have we. So we must not read the 

book with time itself being the major concern but Christian theology i.e. our 

understanding of the nature of God. I prefer to read the book in terms of what has 

already occurred, what is occurring and what will occur before Jesus returns to earth.  

 

Now let’s come to the last section verses 15-19 

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 

saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 

and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 16 And the twenty-four 



elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped 

God, 17 saying: “We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is 

and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great 

power and reigned. And that You should reward Your servants the prophets 

and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should 

destroy those who destroy the earth. “Then the temple of God was opened in 

heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were 

lightnings, noises, thundering’s, an earthquake, and great hail. 

At last a breath of fresh air as the seventh angel blows his trumpet, but now instead 

of woe and tragedy, instead of announcements of terrible things happening or to 

happen, what does John hear. He hears voices of joy and thanksgiving because at 

last Christ will rule the earth and the kingdom of the world becomes the kingdom of 

our Lord and his Christ and He shall reign forever and ever. His kingdom will replace 

all the evil kingdoms of the world. Like the sirens of the Second World War, the first 

was a warning, the second was all clear. God here sounds the all clear. 

The end is in sight and heaven sings including a song about the nations raging “The 

nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that 

they should be judged” Sounds a bit like Psalm 2. God always has the last word. 

Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the 

earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against 

the LORD and against His Anointed,  saying, “Let us break their bonds in pieces 

and cast away their cords from us. “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

The Lord shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

and distress them in His deep displeasure:  “Yet I have set My King  
[On My holy hill of Zion.” 

Finally verse 19 then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark 

of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 

thundering’s, an earthquake, and great hail” 

John who has measured an earthy temple and place of worship now sees the real 

thing of which all earthly temples were but a copy, a type, an illustration. He sees a 

temple where God will be worshipped forever, where there will be no more war or 



bloodshed or disease or sorrow or death. All the troubles over the centuries will be 

over, famine and plague will be no more, there is a new heaven and a new earth. All 

tears will be wiped away and suffering and pain will be gone.  

 


