
REVELATION 

CHAPTER 2:1-7 

 

In chapters two and three, Jesus dictated to John His messages to the seven 

churches of Asia. Asia then was a small Roman province in what is today southern 

Turkey. The chief city there was Ephesus and it was through the ministry of Paul that 

the whole region heard the gospel. Acts 19:10 “This continued for two years so 

that all those who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews 

and Greeks” It’s assumed, that all seven churches came into existence at the time 

of Pauls stay in Ephesus from AD 53-57. John is writing the Revelation some 40 

years later. 

Some would say that each church is symbolic, representing an era of church history, 

(Ephesus being the church of the 1st century, which left its first love, and Laodicea is 

the church of the 20th/21st century, which is lukewarm”. That is a view, I don’t share, 

and would prefer the more obvious view, that the seven churches represent various 

kinds of Christian assemblies at any given time in history. The issues, the subject of 

each letter, are those that can afflict all churches, and our challenge is to humbly see 

what issues may affect us as the church in Shirley. 

The number 7 

The number seven keeps cropping up, and it indicates completeness or perfection. 

Here are the main occurrences 

1. 7 churches 

2. 7 spirits of God 

3. 7 seals 

4. 7 trumpets 

5. 7 songs of worship  

6. 7 blessings in the whole book 

The number seven assures us of Gods perfect plan and order in working in the 

human race. We are not victims of a random flow of history. God knows and plans 

the end from the beginning. Indeed He is the Alpha and the Omega. 

 



EPHESUS 

Chapter 2:1-7 

To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who holds 

the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden 

lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labour, your patience, and that you 

cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are 

apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered 

and have patience, and have laboured for My name’s sake and have not 

become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your 

first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 

first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from 

its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of 

the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the 

tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”  

This was the largest city of the province, the site of one of the Seven Wonders of the 

World: a huge temple of the goddess Diana (also known by the pagan Greeks as 

Artimus) 

The temple of Diana was extravagant, constructed over a period of 220 years, made 

of pure marble, 345 feet long and 165 feet wide, supported by columns 55 feet high. 

Inside was this bizarre statue of Diana, a fertility god, the original of which was said 

to be made of a meteorite which had fallen from the sky. The Temple was filled with 

prostitutes and priestesses. There were heralds blowing trumpets, wild dancers, and 

orgies and feasting, and all kinds of pagan activity. The worship was a kind of 

hysteria where they were worked up into a frenzy of shameless things. This cult of 

Diana was so powerful and widespread, to preach the gospel there in Ephesus took 

some bravery and was very risky. There was a man called Demetrius, a silversmith 

who made silver shrines of Diana and made a lot of money from this trade. He 

arranged a meeting with other craftsmen and said “this man Paul has persuaded 

people that these things we make with our hands are not gods” They were filled 

with wrath and cried out “Great is Diana of the Ephesians “Crowds rushed into the 

theatre and seized Paul’s travel companions. There was a riot. God pulled out of the 



middle of that environment a group of believers proclaiming the name of Jesus. The 

church was born out of a riot (Acts 19) 

The church was strong, founded by the apostles themselves. Paul was the pastor 

there for some time and the apostles taught there too. They were strong in doctrine, 

they were zealous. It was a properly birthed church, well-nourished with God Word, a 

praying church.  

Jesus commends them 

1. “I know your works your labour” Amplified version reads “I know your 

industry and activities and laborious toil “I know how hard you work. The 

word “toil” means to work even at the cost of pain 

2.  “I know your patient endurance” Those pagans in the city threatened these 

church member, they had a battle on their hands. 

3. “You cannot bear those who are evil” “They had a righteous and holy 

indignation. They guarded the church against the intrusion of impure men. 

4. “And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and 

have found them liars “They were not mealy mouthed about false teaches. 

They tested those who came along to see if what they were saying was true. 

They were strong on the word of God. 

5. “And you have persevered and have patience, and have laboured for My 

name’s sake and have not become weary.  Even their motives were sound. 

They did it for Christ’s sake, not to make a name for themselves. 

 

What a strong church, hardworking, patient and enduring, not compromising, strong 

on truth standing against false teachers, and intolerant of sin. It was birthed in 

revival, one of the most successful churches. How sober then that this church was 

given a stern warning by Jesus. He says to them (He misses nothing with those 

searching eyes) “You have left your first love” Amplified version “You have 

deserted Me your first love” 

 

The church seemed to be so successful, but it was heading for disaster. It seems 

they had abandoned their love for the Lord and each other. Sometimes people 

misquote here and say that they “lost” their first love. No they had “left” it, they had 



“abandoned” it. It seems they were excellent in all apparent ways except for love, 

which they had abandoned. They were cold and close to death.  

 

You recall the words of Paul in I Cor 13:1-3 “Though I speak with the tongues of 

men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could 

remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all 

my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have 

not love, it profits me nothing. 

 

Marriage is the most perfect symbol of the love existing between Christ and His 

church. Paul had written to this church at Ephesus about these matters (see chapter 

5). The love Christ has for his church is pictured by the love of a husband for his 

wife “husbands love your wives even as Christ also loved the church” The love 

of the church is pictured by the love of the wife for the husband “wives be in 

subjection to your own husbands as unto the Lord” 

 

Let’s focus in and see how Christ loves his church. His love is unselfish, there is no 

single thought of Himself. What is our response to this love, the submission of love to 

perfect love, the response of love to love? Our response to His love is to be pure 

unselfish ardent and humble. Lord we want to respond to your love like this. This 

was the love Jesus missed, does He miss it in you and me. Listen again to the words 

of Jesus to the church “you have left your first love/you have deserted Me your 

first love” 

 

Do you remember how critical Judas was of Mary of Bethany because her love 

overstepped the bounds of normality? She sat at the feet of Jesus and worshipped 

Him. This love is not to be measured or confined. Its quality is expulsive impromptu, 

it worships in abandonment. This is what the church at Ephesus lacked for all its 

good qualities. Christ confronts the church and commends much that is excellent, 

but Oh He says, I so miss the first love 

 

 



Let’s remind ourselves of that lovely account in Luke 7:37-50 
6 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the 

Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who 

was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s 

house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet 

behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and 

wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 

anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited 

Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, 

would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for 

she is a sinner.”40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have 

something to say to you. “So he said, “Teacher, say it.”41 “There was a certain 

creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them 

both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”43 Simon answered 

and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more. “And He said to 

him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to 

Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water 

for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the 

hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to 

kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but 

this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her 

sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is 

forgiven, the same loves little.”48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven 

49 and those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is 

this who even forgives sins? “Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has 

saved you. Go in peace.” 

 

This woman, this especially wicked sinner, came to Jesus with an alabaster flask of 

perfumed oil. She stood behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with her 

tears and wipe them with her hair. She kissed His feet and anointed them with the 

perfume. Simon, the Pharisee who had invited Jesus into his house where this 

incident occurred, complained, Jesus replied as above but I want to emphasise a 



phrase that stands out for me in Jesus reply. “You gave Me no kiss but she from 

the moment I came in has not ceased to kiss My feet tenderly and 

caressingly.” 

 

Nothing can take the place of love. Activity in the business of Jesus Christ, sound 

doctrine etc. will not make up for neglect of Him. Jesus waits for your kiss, for your 

love, and nothing will satisfy Him but that 

Jesus issues a solemn warning, “Remember therefore from where you have 

fallen. Go back and recall that first love, remind yourself how things were. The 

warning can be summarized in 3 words REMEMBER, REPENT AND REPEAT 

““Repent and do the first works” Do what you did. Or else says Jesus “I will 

remove your lamp stand from its place” In spite of your hard work, patience, 

endurance, sound doctrine (all of which are vital) but in themselves are not enough. 

The removal of the lampstand representing this church is a solemn warning indeed. 

Jesus can remove a local church whenever he decrees.  

 

There is an interesting quote by a man called F.W. Farrar who wrote a book called 

the Life and work of St Paul.  Mr Farrar visited the ruins of Ephesus in the 19C and 

wrote 

Its candlestick has been for centuries removed out of its place; the squalid 

Mohammedan village which is nearest to its site does not count one Christian 

in its insignificant population; its temple is a mass of shapeless ruins; its 

harbour is a reedy pool; the bittern booms amid its pestilent and stagnant 

marshes; and malaria and oblivion reign supreme over the place where the 

wealth of ancient civilisation gathered around the scenes of its grossest 

superstitions and its most degraded sins” 

 

We can’t leave Ephesus until we have spoken of The Nicolations whom Jesus 

mentions. “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which 

I also hate”. Who were these people whose deeds Jesus hated. There are several 

suggestions, and there is little point in going into these which will inevitably lead to 

some speculation which I think is best to avoid. Sufficient to say they were a 

heretical sect who set themselves over the lives and faith of other church members 



and tried to force others to submit to their authority. It seems to have reared its ugly 

head in the sixteenth century in the Roman Catholic Church where it was stated “If 

anyone shall say that there is not in the Catholic Church a hierarchy established by 

the divine ordination consisting of bishop’s presbyters and ministers let him be an 

anathema” (a person to be detested and excommunicated). The church was never to 

be a hierarchy and the apostle Peter warned the leaders among the church not to 

dominate over the faith of others but rather exhort and encourage them. 

1 Peter 5:1-3 “The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder 

and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 

will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples 

to the flock; 

 

Saints at Shirley Community Church, and I include myself. Those folks around us will 

not be won by anything other than the power of first love. Loss of first love for Christ 

will result in loss of love for brothers and sisters and will dry up our concern for the 

lost. When those outside look in and can say “See how these people love” their 

attention will be to the source and centre of that love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


