
STUDY 29 

REVELATION CHAPTER 21 

PART ONE 

All Things Made New 

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the 

holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 

they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 

death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 

things have passed away.” 

5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He 

said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who 

thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he 

shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 

sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the 

lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

The New Jerusalem 

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven 

last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show 

you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 

great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her 

light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as 

crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve 

angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 

twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on 

the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 

the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with 

me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid 



out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city 

with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs its length, breadth, and height are 

equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 

cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The 

construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 

glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of 

precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 

third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, 

the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 

the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve 

gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street 

of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

The Glory of the New Jerusalem 

22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine n it, for 

the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those 

who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory 

and honour unto it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 

night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honour of the nations 

into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes 

an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of 

Life. 

All Things New 

In Revelation 20:11 John says “the earth and the heaven” flee from the presence 

of the one on the great white throne and “no place was found for them” The 

apostle Peter provides a graphic description of the end, that is the culmination of 

the judgements poured out on the earth and described earlier in Revelation 

chapters 10-13. Peter writes “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 

night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 

elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 

will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10) Chapter 20 ends with the great conflict between 

good and evil when God triumphs over all the powers of darkness and re-

establishes eternal foundations of righteousness. The victory over evil concludes 



with the final separation of the human race between those who have chosen life in 

Christ, and those who have chosen a life of sin without Him.  

Chapters 21 and 22 of Revelation mirror the first two chapters of Genesis, in that 

the first creation is replaced by the new creation. But this new creation is not just a 

restoration of the old (before sin entered) but God has made something even 

better. The Greek word that John uses is kainos which stresses a quality of 

newness that means unused, unprecedented, unworn, and uncommon. This old 

earth has suffered because of sin, and only a brand new creation is appropriate for 

the redeemed. Indeed Paul personifies the creation and depicts it as longing to be 

free from its bondage “ For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 

but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also 

will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labours 

with birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8; 20-22).  

Long before Johns vision here, the Old Testament prophet Isaiah foresaw new 

heavens and a new earth (see Isaiah 65:17 and also 66:22-23) and we have that 

famous passage in Isaiah chapter 11:6-9 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 

The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion 

and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.7 The cow and the 

bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; And the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox.8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the 

weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 

the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

No Sea 

John is going to explain the nature of the new earth and what life will be like for 

believers. He begins with a negative “there was no more sea” Does the new earth 

have no oceans or is this apocalyptic language describing the sea in figurative 

terms. In some poetic passages in the Old Testament the sea is figurative of chaos 

and unrest (See Genesis 1:2; Job 16:12; Psalms 74:13, 89:9, 107:23-29). John has 



already spoken of the sea as the source of the dragons great counterfeit; the beast 

of Antichrist (Revelation 13) 

A city from the sky 

John’s attention is now drawn to an amazing site. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem 

descends on planet earth. Now the question arises will believers end up in heaven or 

on earth. Some hold the view that they will spend eternity in heaven with God and 

his angels. They arrive at this conclusion primarily from words of Paul in Corinthians 

and Philippians. They are 

1. 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 

clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having 

been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent 

groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but 

further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He 

who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us 

the Spirit as a guarantee.6 So we are always confident, knowing that 

while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we 

walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to 

be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord” 

2. Philippians 1:23; 3:20 “For I am hard-pressed between the two, having 

a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 0 For our 

citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, 

the Lord Jesus Christ” 

Some, on the other hand, think believers will spend eternity on earth. They suggest 

that the scriptures cited from Paul do not refer to the eternal state but an 

intermediate state that gives way to an eternal reign with Jesus on the new earth, 

either at the second coming of Christ (amillennialism) or after the millennium (pre 

and postmillennialism). This is a view I prefer, and is in keeping with Pauls assertion 

in 1 Corinthians 15 that God intends to raise up believers with  new physical bodies 

which would seem strange if this was for an existence in heaven.  



 A bride 

John saw the city “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”. Those original 

readers of the book of Revelation would have understood this description. The Old 

Testament compares Israel to the bride of the Lord, and the New Testament 

presents the spiritual relationship between the Lord and His redeemed people in 

such terms (1 Corinthians 11:2) The most notable instance is in Pauls passage 

about Christian marriage in Ephesians  5:25-32 where the church is likened to the 

bride of Christ. The word adorned in Greek is the word from which we get the word 

cosmetics. John would have envisioned a Jewish wedding in which the adorning of 

the bride was very costly and elaborate. Isaiah depicts the Lords bride in similar 

terms “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; 

For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with 

the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, 

And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.. Paul speaks of the church as the 

bride of Jesus in these words “ that He might present her to Himself a glorious 

church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 

holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27) 

God’s city 

This is Gods city, so different from any cities that have gone before. Cain built a city, 

and following the flood the descendants of Noah built Babel. These early attempts to 

create community were followed by endless successions of “great” cities. Nineveh, 

Athens (the so called great cradle of democracy) and Rome, through which John 

depicts mystery Babylon the great whore. Today there are many more, but all have 

failed and will fail to build a truly great society. The Bible refers to another city, one 

that God is building and the book of Hebrews describes it like this “ But you have 

come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church 

of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 

and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 

(Hebrews 12:22-24). Paul reminds his Gentile converts in Galatia that they belong to 

“the Jerusalem above that is free, which is the mother of us all” (Galatians 



4:26) and again in Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 

we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” Paul views 

Jerusalem as a heavenly reality to which people belong, even though it hasn’t yet 

descended to earth. 

God moves in 

In this new world order God is continuously and intimately present. This has not 

happened since God walked with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. “And I 

heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself 

will be with them and be their God” (vs 3). In his gospel John writes “and the 

word became flesh and dwelt amongst us and we beheld His glory the glory as 

of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth” (John 1:14) The Greek 

word translated “dwelt” in John 1:14 is the same Geek word that is translated “dwell” 

in Revelation 21:3. The literal rendering of the Greek word would be “tabernacled”. 

For Johns original readers, the connection to the Old Testament Tabernacle erected 

in Sinai and this new temple is unmistakeable. 

Glorious negatives 

The new era will begin with God wiping away all tears from His beloved people. 

Whatever the cause of the tears, God will minister comfort to His people, and sorrow 

and mourning shall cease forever.  

No death. There will be no more death, which for many is the ultimate human 

tragedy. Solomon says in Ecclesiastes 3:20 “All go to one place; all are from the 

dust and all return to dust again”. But that’s not the end of the story, says John, 

death will be no more.  

No sorrow or crying. Only God knows the whole array of human tragedy, grief, 

rejection, disappointment, suffering and persecution this world has experienced. 

Only He knows the enormity of tears shed during the dark days of human history. 

Solomon talks of these in Ecclesiastes 4:1 “Then I returned and considered all 

the oppression that is done under the sun: And look! The tears of the 

oppressed,  



But they have no comforter—On the side of their oppressors there is power, 

But they have no comforter. 

No more pain the word John uses here for pain is typically used to refer to hard 

exhausting work that’s saps all strength, the kind of toil the people of Israel suffered 

during their bondage in Egypt. But John may also mean physical pain no longer 

exists. Pain now in our physical bodies is a warning sign, but this would no longer 

seem to be an issue with immortal bodies. 

A fountain of water 

In Johns gospel Jesus tells a Samaritan woman he can give her “living water” (John 

4:10). He says to her in verse 14 “whoever drinks of the water that I shall give 

him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a 

fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” The moment when Jesus 

uses this symbol of water occurred during the festival of Booths in Jerusalem (John 

7; 1-43). This feast included a seven day ritual in which the priest carried a golden 

pitcher of water from the Pool of Siloam to the Temple. This was to remind the 

people of the supply of water when the people of Israel wandered through the desert. 

On the last day of the festival Jesus cried out “If anyone thirsts, let him come to 

Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 

heart will flow rivers of living water (John 7; 37-38). This living water is the symbol 

of eternal life and this is what John is referring to in Revelation 21:6 

An Inheritance 

John says “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and 

he shall be My son” (vs 7) All that has been described, the end of all evil and the 

presence of all that is good, and belonging to the family of God is promised to these. 

Those who are not part of this inheritance says John shall have their part in the lake 

of fire. 


