
REVELATION STUDY 31 

CHAPTER 22 

The River of Life 

22 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on 

either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, 

each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 

God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They 

shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be 

no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives 

them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

The Time Is Near 

6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of 

the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which 

must shortly take place. 

7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book.” 

8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell 

down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 

9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow 

servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words 

of this book. Worship God.” 10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the 

prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He who is unjust, let him be 

unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let 

him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 

Jesus Testifies to the Churches 

12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every 

one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End, the First and the Last.” 

14 Blessed are those who do His commandments that they may have the 

right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the 



city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and 

murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I 

am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 

“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 

water of life freely. 

A Warning 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written 

in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, 

and from the things which are written in this book. 

I Am Coming Quickly 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen 

 

This is like going back to a better Garden of Eden, the banishment is over and the 

cherubim no longer guard the entrance to the garden with a flaming sword (Genesis 

3:24). We are introduced to a crystal clear river with life giving properties, its banks 

lined with 12 kind of fruits dispensing healing for the nations. But the single most 

important feature is God who has made it all possible. The redeemed are worshiping 

God and no others, for they are the only ones there. There is no more night and no 

more darkness. 

 

The River of life 

No human need is more urgently needed than water and surely this river is a symbol 

of spiritual life. The source of the river, the source of life, is right in the centre of the 

city the very throne of God Himself. He alone is the source of true life, He said “I am 

the way the truth and THE LIFE”. The origin of this picture lies in the Old 



Testament. In the book of Genesis we read in chapter 2:10 “Now a river went out 

of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four 

riverheads” In Ezekiel 47:1-12 we read about a river that springs from beneath the 

rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. It flows eastward, and it increases rapidly in volume and 

depth as it courses its way from the Temple courtyard towards the Dead Sea. After 

the river comes from the Temple and flows 150 feet, it’s just ankle deep. Another 150 

feet its knee deep. By the time it’s gone a further 150 feet, its waist deep, and finally 

after another 150 feet it’s so deep it could not be crossed. This is symbolic and 

speaks of Gods power to cleanse from the pollution of sin, affecting not only 

individuals but the whole universe. In Ezekiel’s vision the water transforms the desert 

into an oasis, and the Dead Sea is converted into a sweet water lake teeming with 

life and lined with trees along its shore. The abundance of fruit trees is described by 

Ezekiel in Chapter 47:12 “Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will 

grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit 

will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from 

the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.”  

 

The Tree of Life 

John’s description of the garden changes Ezekiel’s many trees with fruit into one tree 

having 12 kinds of fruits, one for each month of the year: no non-productive months. 

In the Garden of Eden there were two most prominent trees. One provided the 

knowledge of good and evil, its fruit off limits and not to be eaten. The other, the tree 

of life became inaccessible after sin entered. To eat of this would mean living forever 

as the enemy of God, like Satan and his angels. To prevent this Adam and Eve were 

expelled from the garden and its entrance was sealed. Redemption is necessary and 

this has come about by the sacrificial death of the Lamb. But the garden is open 

again and all have free access to the tree of life. God resumes His daily walks with 

His beloved man “They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 

foreheads…..and they shall reign forever and ever”. The effects of the fall will be 

reversed and the curses spoken over creation will be lifted forever. Night will have 

passed away, eternal day will come and God will share His being with His beloved 

man. 



 

Promising to return 

John reminds the faithful that the promises Jesus made He will keep. He will return 

and reward everyone’s work, and it won’t be long in coming. All that is in the 

Scriptures is true and trustworthy and points to this time. The prophets were certain, 

as were the Psalmists, and the apostles and all who testified of these things. John in 

verse 7 quotes Jesus as saying “I am coming soon” yet more than 2000 years 

have passed and He has not yet come. However the Old Testament prophets spoke 

of the End Times Day of The Lord and also describe it as imminent and impending. 

Isaiah speaking in the name of God says “For My salvation is about to come and 

My righteousness to be revealed” (Isaiah 56:1) and many similar passages make 

the same point. The New Testament likewise talks about the imminence of the return 

of Christ. (See Romans 13:12; James 5:8; 1 Peter 4:7; 1 John 2:18). Both Old and 

New Testaments view the Day of The Lord as imminent and we must see the 

perspective here. The Psalmists says “For a thousand years in Gods sight are 

like yesterday when it is past” (Psalm 90:4). About 2000 years elapsed after God 

promised Abraham that he would have as many descendants as the stars in the sky 

and sand on the seashore, before Jesus came to earth and the church began. The 

Apostle Paul describes those who believe in Jesus as Abrahams spiritual children 

(Romans 4; 1-25).  

 

Worship only God 

Overwhelmed John falls down to worship at the feet of the angelic messenger and is 

again reprimanded (see Revelation 19:10). Regardless of why John did this, there is 

a lesson that God alone is to be worshipped, not angels nor indeed anyone nor 

anything else in creation 

 

Leaving the scroll unsealed. 

The angel instructs John not to seal the scroll but to let its contents be open for 

inspection because they were immediately relevant in Johns day and will continue to 



be relevant until Jesus comes again. For those reading this who have not repented 

of sin and trusted Christ I implore you to reflect on what has been written. The time is 

near and your choice will govern your destiny. Those who have chosen Christ will 

live in this glorious place forever, but those who have refused Him will live forever in 

darkness and misery. You are either for or against The Lamb Jesus and be sure God 

dispenses perfect justice. 

 

The Judge is coming 

Jesus says ““And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 

give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”14 Blessed are those 

who do His commandments that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 

may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and 

sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever 

loves and practices a lie.” Everyone will be treated with absolute fairness and 

justice with each person receiving exactly what his or her work merits. This may at 

first sight seem contrary to the gospel message that salvation is by grace through 

faith not works (Ephesians 2:8-9). However it is not since genuine faith produces 

good works (Ephesians 2:10; Galatians 5:6). Jesus the judge is the Alpha and the 

Omega the first and the last letters of the Geek alphabet and express the eternity 

that only God possesses. From everlasting to everlasting He knows what is right and 

wrong just and unjust. 

 

Jesus has the last word 

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I 

am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star. “Jesus 

signs off on the revelation given to John by using two titles 

The Son of David 

He descends from David the shepherd boy, son of Jesse, slayer of Goliath, King of 

Israel. In both Matthew and Luke is a genealogy showing Jesus’s lineage from the 

House of David (Matthew 1:1-18; Luke 3; 23-38). There are a number of Old 



Testament references which relate to this title of Jesus. (See 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16 

Isaiah 11:1-2, 10 and 55:3) The prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Zechariah and 

the Psalmists join in the prophetic chorus. It’s Christmas as I write this and am 

reminded of Isaiah 9; 6-7 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; 

and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 Of the 

increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of 

David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

perform this”. Paul confirms this when he writes to the Romans in chapter 1:13 

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the 

gospel of God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the 

seed of David according to the flesh, 

The bright and morning star 

John returns to the one who first appeared in Jesus’ message to the church in 

Thyatira. There Christ promised they would be given the “morning star”. This may 

refer to the Old Testament prophecy in Numbers 23-24 where the prophet Balaam 

utters four oracles about the future of Israel and its relationship to its surrounding 

countries. The fourth oracle includes the following passage “I see him but not now, 

I behold him but not near…a star shall come out of Jacob and a sceptre shall 

arise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17) In its context, the reference is to David, and 

among the church fathers this scripture was interpreted as a reference to Jesus as 

the promised Messiah. The promise to Thyatira to those who keep the faith is the 

promise of Jesus Himself. 

 

Closing invitations from Jesus 

Jesus appears to be the one speaking “And the Spirit and the Bride say come” 

The Holy Spirit and the church singularly say “come”. Both the Holy Spirit and the 

bride are eager to bring biblical history to its grand consummation. Jesus urges 

those who read his prophecy to embrace its message and join in the call to come. 

This is an offer of salvation to all and again I implore you to heed the invitation now, 



this very moment, before it’s too late. Jesus invites all who thirst to “come. Whoever 

desires, let him take the water of life freely”. What does this mean “come and 

drink”? Listen to the words of Jesus in John 4:13-14 “ Jesus answered and said to 

her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the 

water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give 

him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life”. 

God invites you to enter into an everlasting relationship with Him and receive His 

very life which is everlasting. It’s the same message Jesus expresses when he says 

this in Matthew 11:28-30 “ Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light” Come NOW and get right with God, confess 

your sin and receive Him as Lord and saviour. Follow Him, come what may, and you 

will have everlasting life and live in the New Jerusalem with all those who have so 

received Him. 

 

Warning don’t tamper 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written 

in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, 

and from the things which are written in this book” John refers to the whole book 

as “prophecy”. Covenant documents such as wills, marriage documents and national 

treaties carried weighty warnings and sanctions about tampering. God warns against 

additions and subtractions to the Sinai covenant (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32 and see 

Proverbs 30:5-6) 

Final word from Jesus 

For the third time in this chapter Jesus promises “I am coming soon” (22:7, 22; 12, 

22; 20). However this time there is a small but significant addition the word “surely”. 

This translates the Greek word nai which indicates a solemn declaration, Jesus is 

really coming again make no mistake about that. John with great enthusiasm agrees 

and says AMEN COME LORD JESUS. The earliest Christians would have voiced 



this prayer in Aramaic (almost certainly the primary language of Jesus). This is seen 

in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians chapter 16:22.  In Aramaic Marana tha (our 

Lord Come) 

15:28) 

Is this the end of the story? 

We have completed our study, God has conquered Satan and every evil power. 

Satan is proved a liar and God is vindicated and glorified. He has demonstrated to all 

that He is love, and light, Holy and just. God’s people are living in His new paradise 

fulfilling the destiny God created for them. They are forgiven, saved, recreated in His 

image. A man, Christ Jesus the Son of God rules the earth and shares that rule with 

His people. But this is only the end of history as we know it. Let me end with a quote 

from C.S Lewis at the end of the Narnia series 

“But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this 

world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title 

page; now at last they were beginning chapter one of the great story which no 

one on earth has read; which goes on forever, in which every chapter is better 

than the one before” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


