
REVELATION STUDY 13 

Chapter 7 

 

After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 

earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 

on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 

ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried 

with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the 

earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees 

till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I 

heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-

four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 

one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 

voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the 

elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the 

throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honour and power and might, 

Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen.” 



13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these 

arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?”14 And I said to 

him, “Sir, you know” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come 

out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne 

of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on 

the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore 

nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the 

Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead 

them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes.” 

 

Chapter 7 describes the calm before the storm of Gods wrath is poured out 

on the nations. John identifies two groups of people who stand before the 

throne of God, “the 144,000” and “a great multitude” These individuals 

survive the Day of the Lord because God seals and saves them. This is not 

something that they have achieved as Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:8 “For by 

grace you have been saved through faith… it is the gift of God”. The whole 

Bible is the grand story of Gods mercy and how He rescues sinful people 

from otherwise inevitable judgment. 

 

John sees four angels holding back the four winds of the earth which 

represent destructive forces about to be unleashed in the world, but God 

intends to protect His people  

 

Please read Ezekiel 9 which is a parallel chapter when the prophet saw a 

man with an inkhorn set out to put a mark on the forehead of the faithful 

believers of Israel. Those marked were spared from the angel of judgment 

passing through the land. Judgment is delayed till Gods people have been 

prepared to come through the terrible storms of Gods judgment unharmed. 

 

Now when we come to Chapter 13 we shall read about the mark of the beast 

on the foreheads of those who worship Satan (Rev 13:16; 20:4) and this is 

when speculation goes wild and people talk about microchip implants. 

However the seal of Gods people is not a physical mark or a chip. The Greek 

word describes the seal used to imprint the crest and identity of an individual 

or a government. It was pressed into hot wax and like a coin would leave the 



outline on the head of the letters and symbols identifying ownership. The 

mark has to do with ownership. 

 

Please be reminded that all believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit. 

  

“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed 

us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts 

as a guarantee” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22) 
 

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 

the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30) 

 

The seal of God is on all His people to keep them from the coming judgment 

 

Who then are the 144,000? John gives a roll call of the tribes of Israel and 

here considerable speculation and controversy surround their identification. 

Here let us tread carefully and explore briefly two of the most likely 

speculations 

 

1. The 144,000 may symbolize all Christians and on this basis they are virtually 

the same group as the great multitude in verses 9-17. The difference is just 

one of perspective. The listing of the tribes of Israel here is different from the 

Old Testament (the tribes of Ephraim and Dan are omitted) which may 

support the idea of a purely symbolic nature of the group. In the New 

Testament it is an often repeated truth that not all who are of the blood line of 

Abraham are spiritually sons of Abraham. For example in Romans 9:6-7 “For 

they are not all Israel that are of Israel. Neither because they are 

Abrahams offspring are they all children” Several passages in the New 

Testament view the church as Israel and gentiles and Jews who have trusted 

Christ make up the new people of God. Romans 2:28-29  “For he is not a 

Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in 

the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is 

that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from 

men but from God. Galatians 6:15-16 “For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation  

and as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon 

them, and upon the Israel of God” This is reflected in the churches of 



Smyrna and Philadelphia where we hear of “those who say that they are 

Jews but are not” (Rev 2:9, 3:9) 

 

2. The 144,000 may symbolize Jewish Christians, not Jewish and gentiles 

Christians together. Paul speaks of a present remnant of Israel who do 

believe and seems to say at the end of the age there will be many Jews 

turning to Christ. Romans 11:25-26 “For I do not desire, brethren, that you 

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your 

own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 

fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved” 

 

Now we must turn to those referred to in verses 9:17 “a great multitude”  

who have come out of the great ordeal commonly known as “the tribulation” 

linked to the “Day of The Lord” See the sixth seal (Rev 6:12-17). These are 

drawn from all nations tribes peoples and tongues, too many to number. They 

cry with a loud voice “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!” The Bible is consistent in saying that God saves 

His people, they don’t save themselves. The angelic choir fills the heavens 

with a sevenfold song of worship to God. Praise, blessing, glory, wisdom, 

honour, power and might. During the time John wrote the book of 

Revelation people directed such attributes to Caesar. John is making clear 

that these attributes befit only God Himself. 

 

The chapter concludes with John combining seven Old Testament texts 

(Isaiah 49:10; Psalm 121:6, 23:1-2; Ezekiel 34:23-24; Isaiah 25:8) with the 

blessings that await the multitude of the redeemed, those who have been 

faithful to Jesus. The redeemed surround and serenade the sovereign God. 

He in turn shelters them from the scorching sun.  

 

As the chapter ends there is a wonderful paradox from John when the Lamb 

is also designated as the shepherd of the redeemed. This picks up on Johns 

Gospel where Jesus is both “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29) and “the good shepherd who lays down His life for the 

sheep” (John 10:11) 

 

 


