
REVELATION STUDY 7 
 

(Chapter 3. 7-13) 
 
 

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These 

things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the 

key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 

no one opens”: 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before 

you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 

strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My 

name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, 

who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make 

them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I 

have loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to 

persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which 

shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on 

the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you 

have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I 

will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go 

out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the 

name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes 

down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My 

new name.13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. 

 

Today we shall look at the faithful church of Philadelphia situated in 

the youngest and smallest of all the seven cities The city was 

founded about 150BC by King Attallus of Pergamum. His nickname 

was “Philadelphus” which means “one who loves his brother” The 

King was noted for the admiration and love he had for his brother 



and the city was named in honour of Him. So then Philadelphia 

became known as The city of brotherly love 

The City was located in a narrow pass between two mountain 

ranges.  It stood as a literal doorway between Asia Minor and Asia. 

It was built on a geological fault and plagued by frequent 

earthquakes and tremors. People were often forced to flee the city 

to avoid being injured or killed by falling buildings. It was the home 

to numerous temples dedicated to the gods and goddesses of 

ancient Greece. It was the last of the seven cities to lose its 

Christian testimony.  There was a thriving Christian community 

there as late as 1,000 AD, when the city was captured by the 

Muslim armies of the Middle East. 

See the introduction “These things says He who is holy, He who 

is true” The church comprised of people who were walking with 

the Lord, earnestly seeking to glorify Him in their life together 

The Bible testifies of His holiness.  

1. Heaven testified of His holiness  “And the angel answered 

and said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; 

therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 

called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).  

2. Hell testified of His holiness “Now there was a man in their 

synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 

saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, 



Jesus of Nazareth? Did you come to destroy us? I know 

who You are the Holy One of God!” (Mark 1:24)  

3. Jesus testifies of His holiness “Which of you convicts Me 

of sin?” (John 8:46). Note His question was never 

answered 

4. In Revelation 4:8 in the throne room of heaven we see the 

four living creatures who day and night cry “Holy Holy Holy 

Lord God almighty who was and is and is to come” 

5. Isaiah saw “The Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted 

up and there the Seraphim cried one to another “Holy 

Holy is The Lord of Hosts the whole earth is full of His 

glory” 

6. Peter said 1 Peter 1:15 “Be as He who called you is holy 

you also be holy in all your conduct” 

Jesus is holy and has all the power to enable us to live Holy in this 

world. Praise Him! 

He is true 

He is genuine. These believers were surrounded daily by false 

gods and false worship. When they came to Jesus Christ, they 

came to truth, to the one who said “I am the way the truth and the 

life no man comes to the Father except through Me” Salvation 

is real, prayer is real, grace is real, heaven is real, His presence is 

real, His Word is real, His power is real. Holiness and truth go hand 

in hand, truth accompanies holiness, and truth is the consequence 

of holiness. No holiness no truth. 



 

“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one 

shuts, and shuts and no one opens”.  

The Old Testament is the background for this phrase “key of 

David”. In Isaiah 22 Isaiah pronounces judgment upon Shebna the 

kings treasurer and chief officer. The office would be taken from 

him and given to another man named Eliakim a more worthy 

character. The one who held the key could open the door and let 

people into the treasury, could release the riches of the king or lock 

them up, could decide who should enter into the presence of the 

king and who should not. 

Jesus holds the key no one can come to the Father except through 

Him. Isaiah predicted Jesus’ day “The key of the house of David I 

will lay on his shoulder; so he shall open, and no one shall 

shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open. I will fasten 

him as a peg in a secure place, and he will become a glorious 

throne to his father’s house” (Isaiah 22:21-23) 

Keys represent authority, access and availability. Jesus comes to 

this little church and says, I have the keys of divine treasure, and I 

decide who is shut out and who receives it. I decide who is blessed 

and who is cursed. I am holy and true and have absolute authority 

 

Jesus comes to this weak but faithful church with no word of 

rebuke or complaint rather with words of praise and promise“I 

know your works. See, I have set before you an open 



door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, 

have kept My word, and have not denied My name” 

 

Probably most of the members were slaves or servants. They were 

few and they were poor, low class and undistinguished. They were 

small and faithful. One small fellowship of believers in a city of 

maybe ten thousand. They were like those Jesus called His little 

flock “do not fear little flock for it is your Fathers good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).  “My grace is sufficient 

for you and My strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 

Corinthians 12:9) 

 

 “I know your works” I know all about you. I opened a door for you 

and you walked right through faithfully. We don’t know what 

opportunity Jesus gave them, but they took it up even though they 

had just little power. They were a little grain of mustard seed 

moving a few mountains, which reminds me of one of Wesley’s 

hymns 

“Give me the faith which can remove 

And sink the mountain to a plain;  

Give me the childlike praying love,  

which longs to build Thy house again;  

Thy love, let it my heart overpower,  

And all my simple soul devour” 

 

Originally Wesley wrote the first verse like this 



“O that I was as heretofore 

When first sent forth in Jesus’ Name. 

I rush through’ every open Door,  

And cry to All, ‘Behold the Lamb!’ 

Seize the poor trembling Slaves of Sin 

And force the Outcasts to come in” 

 

 

“You Kept My word” They heard the word and obeyed it. Do you 

recall the words at the beginning of the book of Revelation? I urge 

you to forget the timelines and the endless speculations and hold to 

this promise “blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 

words of this prophecy and keep those things which are 

written in it” Philadelphia heard the word of God and obeyed and 

kept it. 

“You have not denied My Name” They were loyal to Jesus Christ, 

just a little independent church (not affiliated or part of a 

denomination). No matter how strong the cultural influences, how 

fierce the defamation and persecution, they did not deny Jesus 

“You have kept My command to persevere” (vs 10) The life of 

Job is perhaps the best example of perseverance (not patience) they 

are different. He lost his wealth, family and health yet he was 

preserved through faith and obedience crying out to God in his 

darkest hour. James writes in Chapter 5:11 “Indeed we count the 

blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of 



Job and seen the end intended by The Lord, that the Lord is 

very compassionate and merciful” 

 

 “Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say 

they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them 

come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have 

loved you” 

Do you recall that Jesus referred to the synagogue of Satan when 

addressing Smyrna the persecuted church? He said “I know the 

blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are 

a synagogue of Satan” Something similar was going on in the cities 

of Smyrna and Philadelphia. The so called Jews were causing 

trouble for the church. In Smyrna they had stirred up the pagan 

community to oppose the church and perhaps the same was 

happening in Philadelphia. The Jews were irritated because they 

believed the Gentiles would be excluded from Gods kingdom. 

Effectively you might describe them as racist. The Gentiles were the 

scum of the earth and the Jews would not so much as rub up against 

the shoulders of a gentile contaminate. If they passed through a 

gentile area they would not come into their own area without first 

shaking the dust off their feet. They did not want Gentile dirt in Israel. 

When the church came along and pronounced Jesus was the 

Messiah of Israel and that this was the culmination of Judaism this 

was too much. Here then in the local synagogue, led not by God, but 

by Satan, they attacked this little church. They claimed to be Jews 



genetically, legally and ceremonially but Jesus said they were not 

Jews because they rejected Christ. 

“Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will 

keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole 

world, to test those who dwell on the earth”  

In the immediate context there was to come a wave of anti-Christian 

persecution and fury that would sweep the whole of the then known 

world. Yet there is a wider reference as in many ages such waves of 

hatred have occurred and do to this day. “I will keep you from the 

hour of trial” The verb can be rendered “keep you right through”. 

Jesus will keep His church to the very end. Many have suffered 

death and have been just as much “kept” as those whose lives were 

not required of them. 

 “I am coming soon hold fast what you have that no one take 

your crown”  

To this small faithful often struggling church Jesus says “I am 

coming soon” Soon the struggle will be over, the battle fought the 

victory won, temptation will cease no more sin or sickness, no more 

tears and heartaches” 

“I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the 

city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of 

heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name” 

You are mine you belong to me, I own you, I love you, says Jesus. 



You will enter into the closest, richest, loveliest, sweetest, and 

brightest most glorious relationship imaginable with God in glory.  

 

We read of the New Jerusalem in chapter 21.This is the place of 

permanence which replaces all that is temporary. Jesus will give 

these over comers, these faithful ones, a place of honour in the 

'city that has foundations whose builder and maker is God.' 

Philadelphia was subject to earthquakes. People sometimes had to 

flee their homes as the ground shook beneath them. What the Lord 

is promising the church in Philadelphia is that they can look forward 

to a new city, the New Jerusalem, with sturdy pillars and names 

indelibly engraved, will last forever. 

 

To conclude here is a small church with no prestige. Because it 

was weak it relied on God who looked down saw their works and 

the way they lived and had no word of rebuke or threat 

 

Finally an extract from a talk by David Wilkerson who is talking 

about the marriage at Canaan when Jesus turned water into wine 

“let me ask you have you ever wondered why Jesus waited to 

do this miracle. He waited till every bottle was dry, every glass 

empty, even as the worried host wrung his hands. I tell you 

Jesus waited purposely at that wedding for all human 

resources to fail, so nothing could solve the problem short of 

a miracle that was when Gods hour came Here is an important 

truth for every believer. The hour of Christ power is 

manifested at the very point of our helplessness. Jesus hour 



had to do with something that was happening at the feast. 

That is His hour of power is when there is no wine left in the 

bottles, when we are empty of solutions, when all our human 

effort is in vain and only a miracle can answer the problem 

We find this principle at work throughout the Bible. In man’s 

darkest hour the Lord has a history of manifesting His power. 

When we come to our wits end, God has already prepared a 

great work of deliverance on our behalf. 


