
REVELATION STUDY 14 

CHAPTER 8 

 

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half 

an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were 

given seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and 

stood at the altar. He was given much incense that he should offer it with the 

prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the 

throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 

ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, 

filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, 

thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquak6 so the seven angels who had the 

seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

First Trumpet: Vegetation Struck 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and 

they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all 

green grass was burned up. 

Second Trumpet: The Seas Struck 

8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain 

burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became 

blood. 9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the 

ships were destroyed. 

Third Trumpet: The Waters Struck 

10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like 

a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The 

name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and 

many men died from the water, because it was made bitter. 

Fourth Trumpet: The Heavens Struck 

12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of 

the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A 

third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 

13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying 

with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of 



the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to 

sound!” 

You will recall that so far six seals have been opened and when a seal is opened it 

releases things on earth that continue through the history of the world until the return 

of Christ. It’s possible to see repeatedly in history the first five seals in relation to 

wars, famines, pandemics, persecutions, etc. However we have not yet seen the 

major cosmic disturbances referred to in the opening of the sixth seal. Let me remind 

you of the opening of the sixth seal which we read of in chapter 6:12-17 

 

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded 
as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out 
of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 
commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves 
in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains 
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has 
come, and who is able to stand?” 

 

There seems to be little evidence of the opening of the sixth seal and equally we 

shall find that as the seventh seal is opened there is only partial evidence of the 

natural disasters which are described and we shall cover partly in this study. We 

shall look at the opening of the seventh seal and the sounding of the seven trumpets. 

Natural disasters have been a part of earth history for thousands of years but these 

trumpets seem to indicate a rapid and progressive countdown of global catastrophes 

which precede the return of Christ. 

 

The first thing John notices after the seventh seal was opened was an awesome 

silence that filled heaven for half an hour. Then John sees the prayers of believers 

offered with incense on a golden altar before Gods throne. John describes the 

incense, the fragrance drifting over the heavenly sanctuary as a sweet 

accompaniment to the prayers of believers. We don’t know what these prayers are 

but no doubt the prayers of the martyrs mentioned in the opening of the fifth seal 



were included. Perhaps all prayer is included down the centuries of time especially 

by those who have cried for vindication. There have been prayers for revival which 

God has answered. His answers to prayer include His sovereign activity to allow 

natural disasters to warn the human race of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 

God’s judgments are motivated by His love for lost sinners and it is not His will that 

any should perish. 

 

The heavenly incense burner is hurled down to the earth. “5 Then the angel took 

the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there 

were noises, thundering, lightnings, and an earthquake”   

 

Cast your mind back to an Old Testament passage that illuminates the text here. On 

Mount Sinai in Exodus 19 God descends on the mountain accompanied by various 

earthly and celestial phenomena. See how it’s described in verse 16 and 18 and 19 

“Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there 

were thundering’s and lightning’s, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the 

sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the 

camp trembled.  Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because 

the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a 

furnace, and] the whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 And when the blast of the 

trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder 

 

God is about to reveal Himself as He did in the past in order to accomplish the 

salvation of His people.  

 

Do you recall in our study of chapter 6 seeing a key to unlocking the meaning of the 

seals by comparing the words of Jesus in what is known as the Oliver Discourse 

Matthew 24:3-44. Now we shall find the sequence of trumpets shows some 

similarities to the plagues that God sent to Egypt on the rebellious Pharaoh and his 

empire. There are, as we shall, see some common features and perhaps these are 



not accidental. God endeavoured to break Pharaohs will as well as punish him for 

his crimes against Gods people. He had an opportunity to repent but he refused, 

though some Egyptians choose to believe God, and according to Exodus 12:38 a 

few believing Egyptians even left Egypt with the Hebrews. God takes no delight in 

the punishment of defiant sinners but He allows evil to overtake those who embrace 

it. He also allows repentance up until the last possible moment. Let’s keep in mind 

that the trumpet judgments we are about to look at aren’t merely a warning to 

unbelievers but an opportunity for repentance. 

 

Trumpets play an important role in biblical history as well as the Roman world of the 

first century. During their wilderness wanderings the children of Israel assembled 

and moved out when they heard a blast from trumpets. During wars trumpets 

indicated attack and retreat. The blowing of trumpets heralded various appointed 

festivals and were blown at the coronation of Israelite kings. Perhaps the most 

famous though is the sound of trumpets at the battle of Jericho. Seven priests with 

seven trumpets blowing continuously lead the army of Israel around the city for 

seven days until one final blast as the people shout and the walls of Jericho collapse. 

How similar as like Jericho an evil empire led by Satan is about to fall. 

 

So we shall consider the first four trumpets, the subject of this chapter and which 

focus on planet earth. It’s worth reading Isaiah 24:4-13 where the prophet speaks of 

the dire consequences of sin on the environment. 

 

Trumpet 1: Plague on the land 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and 

they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all 

green grass was burned up” 

Vegetation of all kinds is wiped out in large proportions of the earth. If the third and 

fourth seals (see chapter 6:5-8) depict the ravages of famine in the course of world 

history this first trumpet results in famine on an unprecedented scale at the end of 



world history. Incidentally we don’t have to insist on a literal understanding of the one 

third fraction. Fractions such as this are a regular feature of apocalyptic imagery 

(See Zechariah 13:8-9 and Ezekiel 5:1-2) 

 

Trumpet 2 Plague on the high seas 

8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain 

burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became 

blood. 9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the 

ships were destroyed 

One perspective is that this could refer to an asteroid or comet slamming into the 

earth which has occurred in history with devastating consequences. Mount Vesuvius 

erupted and buried the inhabitants of Pompeii and Herculaneum in 79 AD killing as 

many as 10,000 people. The imagery is typical of that found in other Jewish 

apocalyptic writings. John sees a planetary disaster on a much larger scale indeed a 

world-wide disaster 

 

Trumpet 3 plague on fresh water 

10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like 

a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The 

name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and 

many men died from the water, because it was made bitter. 

 

Adding to an already desperate world in chaos much of the freshwater sources of the 

planet are rendered toxic when the third angel blows his trumpet. We must consider 

the name of this angel “Wormwood”. You will recall the Chernobyl disaster which 

sent vast quantities of radioactive material into the atmosphere which fell over many 

parts of Europe including parts of the UK. The word Chernobyl in Russian and 

Ukrainian is the name of the plant “Aretimisa vulgaris” which is a species of 

wormwood, a type of bitter and poisonous herb (Jeremiah 9:15, 23:15). Some 

modern commentators endorsing a literal interpretation of Revelation draw attention 

to the increasing danger posed to world peace by inadequate drinking water. 



However we must not lose sight that these are the very end times described and are 

without parallel in human history 

 

Trumpet 4 Plague on the sources of light 

12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of 

the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A 

third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 

 

What an unimaginable and inexplicable thing to happen. The light from the heavenly 

bodies diminishes by a third. How similar to the plague of darkness upon Egypt 

(Exodus 10:21-22). Inevitably this would affect plant life and animals that feed on 

them. In the Old Testament judgment is depicted in terms of darkness. Amos likens 

the Day of the Lord to a day of darkness as does Joel and you will recall the words of 

Jesus “the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light” (Amos 5:18 

Joel 2:2 Mark13:24) However darkness has an even darker side in scripture since it 

sometimes symbolises the demonic. Perhaps this fourth trumpet is an 

announcement of even worse things to come. It points towards the fifth trumpet and 

a demonic invasion. 

 

Finally in this harrowing chapter three woes are uttered by an angel “And I 

looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a 

loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the 

remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!” 

This is addressed directly at humanity itself with a stark warning that the last three 

trumpets (chapter 9) are to be the most severe of all. We shall come to this in our 

next study.  

 


