
REVELATION STUDY 16 

CHAPTER 10 

I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a 

cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet 

like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right 

foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and cried with a loud voice, 

as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their 

voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to 

write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which 

the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.”5 The angel whom I saw 

standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore 

by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are 

in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are 

in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of 

the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be 

finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. Vs 1-7 

Coming from the heavens in brilliant sunlight is a “mighty angel”. John now seems to 

be viewing the action from earth. Before this he was taken into the heavenly throne 

room (Rev 4:1) and there he was looking down on the earth. John describes the 

descent of a powerful angelic figure. Some have wondered whether the angel might 

be Jesus Himself. However the phrase “another mighty angel” holds the key. The 

Greek word for “another” is “allos” meaning another of the same kind. This would 

appear to suggest that this mighty angel is yet another of the same order we have 

seen before in the book. Jesus is not just another anything. He is almighty God. 

The angel roared and John heard seven thunders. He was about to write what he 

had heard but was stopped by the angel. This is not the only time that revelation was 

given but not shared. Paul describes a similar experience in 2 Cor12:4 “how he was 

caught up into paradise and heard unspeakable words which is not lawful for a 

man to utter” Daniel is instructed not to let the contents of his prophecy be made 

known to his generation (Daniel 7:28; 8:26; 12:4, 9). In John gospel Jesus cries out 

“Father glorify Your name” “Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have 

both glorified it and will glorify it again. Therefore the people who stood by and 



heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 

(John 12; 28-29). None of those present really understood what was said and what it 

meant. One thing is clear the end is imminent and when the seventh trumpet sounds 

“the mystery of God will be fulfilled” 

Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, 

take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the 

sea and on the earth.”9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the 

little book. “And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach 

bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.”10 Then I took the little 

book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my 

mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 11 And [d]he said to 

me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and 

kings.” Vs 8-1 

It’s far from easy to visualize this strange scene. Imagine a gigantic angel straddling 

the continents and seas and apparently John zooming upwards and asking for the 

scroll the angel was holding. Something like this happened in Ezekiel 2:10-3:3). John 

is asked to eat the scroll being warned that at first it will taste sweet but then will turn 

bitter in his stomach. We have no explanation of the meaning of this, perhaps it 

refers to how God’s word is sweet if it is believed but if ignored it becomes a bitter 

word of judgment. The fact that John ingests the scroll implies that the message 

itself becomes a part of his life. Being a true messenger of God involves living out its 

message and sometimes that message is harsh and bitter. Judgment is hard to 

digest. 

Let me end this with a pastoral note for the church. We have a book, the Bible, the 

word of God. No one can understand the Bible unless that understanding is given by 

God. John had to say “give me the little book”. We must in all humility ask God for 

understanding of the book. It’s closed to the arrogant and is to be read with the heart 

and not just the intellect. Only God’s grace can break open the words to impart to us 

revelation from God Himself.  

Many of Gods servants read the Bible on their knees. Weeks after George Whitfield 

was converted he wrote “I began to read the Holy Scriptures on my knees laying 

aside all other books and praying over if possible every line and word. This proved 



meat indeed and drink indeed to my soul. I daily received fresh life, light and power 

from above”. We must take the word of God and eat it and absorb it into our hearts.  

Smith Wigglesworth wrote this “God’s word is supernatural in origin, eternal in 

duration, inexpressible in valour, infinite in scope, regenerate in power, infallible in 

authority, universal in application, inspired in totality. Read it through: write it down; 

pray in it; work it out; pass it one. The word of God changes a man until he becomes 

an epistle of God” 

We must like John devour the word of God and absorb it into ourselves. It’s like 

eating food and we don’t stop eating. Sometimes it will be sweet and lead to times of 

delight, sometimes it will be bitter convicting of sin and pride and will produce 

brokenness and repentance which will lead to life. 

See you at the Bible Studies!!!! 

 

 

 

 


