
REVELATION STUDY 21 

CHAPTER 14 

 

Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 

hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their 

foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, 

and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing 

their harps. 3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the 

four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song except 

the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the 

earth. 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are 

virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 

These were redeemed from among men, being first fruits to God and to the 

Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without 

fault before the throne of God. 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 

everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, 

tribe, tongue, and people— 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 

glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 

made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 
8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 

city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication.” 
9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 

worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or 

on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 

which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in 

the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever 

and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his 

image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 
12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.13 Then I heard a voice from 

heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 

now on.’ “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, and 

their works follow them.” 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the 

Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp 

sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice 

to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has 



come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on 

the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 

having a sharp sickle. 
18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your 

sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are 

fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the 

vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of 

God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out 

of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six 

hundred furlongs. 

 
Johns gaze has turned from the Antichrist and the false prophet to a wonderful 

scene in heaven. He sees the redeemed standing on Mount Zion (that is in heaven) 

with the Lamb. There are 144,000 (representing the perfect number of the 

redeemed) who have the name of the Lamb and the Fathers name written on their 

foreheads. The numerical reference takes us back to Revelation chapter 7:4-8 

where this (probably the same) group is first introduced as those who will 

experience great tribulation at the hands of Gods enemies. Whether this refers to 

the martyrs or to all believers we cannot say. However the writer to the Hebrews 

(see later quote) affirms that believers on earth have already joined with a host of 

believers who have died and are alive around the throne of God in heaven. These 

are those who have been redeemed, and have not bowed the knee to The 

Antichrist, and have not compromised with the world. They stand in contrast with 

those in the previous chapter, who have on them the mark of the beast that is the 

mark of the ownership of Satan. What is written on the foreheads of the believers, 

here described, is not just a mark, but the very name of both the Lamb and the 

Father. How about that for the seal of ownership. I’m reminded of the last verse of 

an old hymn called “dear Saviour Thou are mine” It goes like this “So let me sing 

Thy praise so let me call Thee mine I cannot doubt Thy word I know that I am 

Thine” 

Hebrews 12:22-24 “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of 

angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who 

are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just 



men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 

blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 

The voice of Jesus thunders like many waters, and the redeemed play harps 

(perhaps not literal). One preacher amusingly described the guitar as a backslidden 

harp!! There was music in heaven, the swell of many musicians playing on their 

stringed instruments at once. I often visited Colibasi church in Moldova, where on 

the stage lots of youngsters played mandolins; it reduced me to tears on many 

occasions. I think melody is so wonderful, a gift from God to give Him praise. The 

stringed musicians were accompanying the ultimate choir when they sang “a new 

song” before the Father, the Son, the four living creatures and the elders (see 

Chapters 4 and 5) 

The redeemed are described as virgins who kept themselves pure. This is a 

reference to spiritual fidelity and chastity. In the Old Testament Israelites frequently 

turned away from God and worshipped other Gods, committing a kind of spiritual 

adultery. In the New Testament believers are warned about mixed loyalties (1 John 

2:15, 5:21) In this context the redeemed are called virgins because they confess 

that only Jesus is Lord. These “follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (vs 14). They 

are the bride of Christ. In the first Century Christians had to make a choice. Is 

Caesar Lord, or is Jesus Lord. Those who choose Jesus ended up as macabre 

entertainment and food for lions. Perhaps the End Time generation will have to 

make a similar choice, is the beast of the sea Lord, or is the Lamb Lord. The 

redeemed choose the Lamb and celebrate their choice by singing a song only the 

can sing. 

Now John sees three angels and we will look at these as follows 

 

First Angel proclaiming the eternal gospel 

Here we have a flying preacher proclaiming the gospel. It seems right up to the last 

minute God will give people an opportunity to turn to Him. In the midst of all the 

terrible troubles that are to come, people will not be without opportunity. The 

message given by this angel does not begin with the all too familiar message of 

today declaring “God loves you”. Rather it begins with this message; “fear God” 

and unless we do this first, we will not seek His forgiveness and life. The angel 

continues that people are to “give glory to God” He alone gives us breath and life, 

and the gospel challenges us to come in humility recognising our total reliance on 

Him. The angel declares “the hour of judgment has come” for the history of the 



world demands a judgment day. We have the great privilege of meeting Jesus as 

Saviour and Lord now, but if we refuse we shall meet Him as judge. Then finally the 

angel says “worship God”. All creatures will one day bow to God (Philippians 2:10-

11) but in this present age we may do so voluntarily and with great joy. 

This flying angel was an inspiration for Flight Lieutenant Murray Kendon. In the war 

he had been out over the Atlantic and had succeeded, with his crew, in destroying a 

German U-boat. At first he was elated, but began to think further; here I am with the 

skill to fly and I’m using it to destroy and kill. Why, he thought, should we not have 

an air force to do well. He was demobilised in 1946 went to London and took a 

small office. He prayed for an aeroplane and was given one. From that one 

aeroplane has grown the Missionary Aviation Fellowship. Murray Kendon’s 

inspiration was the text “Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 

earth” 

 

Second Angel proclaiming the fall of Babylon 

This angel announces the judgment of Babylon, referred to as a “great city”. There 

have been a number of suggestions as to what this “city” is depending on the 

approach to Revelation. Those who follow a literal approach insist that ancient 

Babylon (located in Iraq) will rise from the desert sands and become the global 

capital of the evil world of the antichrist. In 1990 when Saddam Hussein began 

restoring the ancient site of Babylon, the prophecy buffs were exited, though their 

initial enthusiasm was cooled in the light of the events that followed. Some think 

Babylon is more likely a code name for Rome and that John is encouraging the 

faithful by predicting the demise of Imperial Rome. Sufficient to say that the worlds 

systems are doomed and their fate is already sealed. Though Babylon is described 

as a city, the scope of Babylon spreads through the whole of human civilisation 

world-wide. Babylon can be described as the spirit of the world in its fullest 

expression. 

 

Third angel proclaiming a warning with assurance 

All who accept the mark of the beast are to experience Gods wrath. This angel 

delivers a sombre warning. God’s wrath will be at its full strength without a trace of 

mercy. Their fate will be the eternal torment of Hell, described as fire producing 

pain. Here the Bible indicates that Jesus and the Holy angels will administer the 



righteous punishment for sin. There is no end indicated for this eternal punishment. 

They have no rest and no sleep in that awful state, and the smoke of the fires of hell 

rise forever and ever. What an awful eternity. That bad news is followed by good 

news in verse 12 and an exhortation to the faithful to hold fast. A voice from heaven 

follows with a blessing “blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on”  

Perhaps this is the voice of Jesus, and this is strengthened by the fact that the Spirit 

responds “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, and 

their works follow them.” This is one of the biblical passages suggesting the 

threefold nature of God. Revelation 14:13 is the second of seven blessings or 

benedictions (“Blessed are”) interspersed throughout the book of Revelation. The 

others are found in Revelation 1:3, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6. and 22: 7, 14) 

Now we come to more angels and a pair of agricultural metaphors, both of them 

well known to the Middle Eastern culture of John’s time. One harvest is of grain, the 

other of grapes. There has been an issue as to whether both of the metaphors are 

negative or whether one is positive and the other negative. Most would accept that 

the second harvest is a negative one, a picture of divine judgment. The 

disagreement therefore concerns the first harvest, that is the harvest of grain, and I 

shall take the positive view for the purpose of this study. Harvest time typically 

denotes a time of joy and thanksgiving and in this passage what is reaped are 

human beings. Consequently some interpret the reaping as the ingathering of the 

church. This view is strengthened by the fact that the one sitting on the white cloud, 

who does the reaping, is said to look like “The son of Man” another title for Jesus. 

Support for this is the parable of the sower (Mark 4) where some “hear the word and 

accept it and bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundredfold”. Also the parable of the 

farmer who sows a field which afterwards sprouts and yields ripe grain. The farmer 

“goes in with his sickle because the harvest has come”. An even closer connection 

is John’s narrative of the Samaritan women in his gospel. Jesus says to His 

disciples do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the 

harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they 

are already white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, and 

gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may 

rejoice together” (John 4:35-36)  Not surprisingly then, some take a positive view 

of this first harvest of the earth and some suggest that there will be an end time 

revival. Time will tell 



Now to the second harvest which involves gathering and then stomping on symbolic 

grapes. Typically the grape vintage would be another joyous occasion in biblical 

times. The entire family would participate with singing and games while crushing the 

grapes barefoot in the wine press. However what we have here seems quite 

different from such a happy scene. Here John seems to borrow a terrifying 

metaphor of Gods judgment from the imagery found in Isaiah 63:1-6  Who is this 

who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah, This One who 

is glorious in His apparel, Traveling in the greatness of His strength?—“I who 

speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your 

garments like one who treads in the winepress?3 “I have trodden the 

winepress alone, And from the peoples no one was with Me.For I have 

trodden them in My anger, And trampled them in My fury; Their blood is 

sprinkled upon My garments, And I have stained all My robes.4 For the day of 

vengeance is in My heart, And the year of My redeemed has come.5 I looked, 

but there was no one to help, And I wondered That there was no one to 

uphold; Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; And My own fury, it 

sustained Me.6 I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, Made them 

drunk in My fury, And brought down their strength to the earth.” Most likely 

then, the image of squeezing out the juice like blood, vividly conveys another picture 

of Gods wrath poured out on unbelievers during the great Tribulation. 

Chapter 14 ends with a grisly depiction of death “blood came out of the 

winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. 

(about 200 miles). This is another dramatic image that most don’t take in a literal 

way. Several accounts of ancient battles employ hyperbole in order to impress upon 

the reader the enormity of the loss of life. 

Brothers and sisters the day of Gods wrath is coming, it is being stored up even 

now and will burst with alarming consequences, concluding the history of planet 

earth. When sin has reached its full growth, like grapes on a vine, sinners who could 

have turned to God but refused to repent, will be carried on to the full expression of 

darkness and will be judged for it. 


