
REVELATION STUDY 
CHAPTER 1 

 
It seems a daunting project to study this book which has been the subject of so much 

controversy and interpretation for so long. But God has promised a blessing to each 

who will come with a mind open to Him to speak to us. Let’s approach the book in 

that spirit and manner and trust God to teach us. The book is written in such a way 

that Christians in all ages can draw help and comfort from it. We must bear in mind 

that all believers have thought they were living in the last days, including Paul Luther 

and Wesley. 

 

Here is the overall message in a nutshell 

1. God is in control. The focus is not on troubling current events, but that God is 

on His throne and rules. 

2. We are called to overcome the antichrist culture of our generation. We are to 

be separate from the spirit of the world, referred to as “Babylon”  

3. Christ is coming again. There is, and has always, been pain and suffering and 

tribulation, but there is hope of another world 

4. The world is passing away and will make way for a new creation 

 

Without entering into any speculation there are passages in the book that can be 

identified as specific historical events. They are 

1. The cross. John sees the Lamb that was slain in chapter 5:6 

2. The end of the age and the return of Christ in chapter 11:15 and chapter 

19:11-21 

3. The day of judgment Chapter 20:11 

 

I’m not intending to try (even if I were able) to relate current events to Revelation. 

Many have tried and been left with egg on their faces. Some examples 

(a) Martin Luther and other reformers were certain the Pope was the antichrist 

(b) John Wesley believed the Antichrist was the Ottoman empire 

(c) Many have been certain that Communist Russia was the Antichrist 

(d) Many believed Hitler was the man  

 



None of them were completely wrong, and that’s the point. The book is not there for 

us to speculate, but to understand some principles that underlie the events which are 

now unfolding. So I want to stick with principles, not speculation or timelines. The 

whole of our civilisation has the spirit of Babylon which is described in chapters 17 

and 18. 

 

Additionally every few years there are some cosmic events that fuel the speculation 

for example, the millennium bug, and the four blood moons in September 2005. 

 

G.K Chesterton made a very amusing comment. He said “Though John the 

Evangelist saw many strange monsters in his vision, he saw no creature so 

wild as one of his own commentators” 

 

It is such commentators and books of endless speculation that put us off the book of 

Revelation, but let’s press on for the promised blessing for all who read and do what 

is written in the book. The main message then is, look at Christ, and stay close to 

Him. 

 

So we begin in the first chapter and the first 9 verses. 

 

Revelation1:1-9 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—

things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel 

to His servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads 

and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 

are written in it; for the time is near4 John, to the seven churches which are in 

Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus 

Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 

kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His 

own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to 

Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.7 Behold, He is coming 

with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all 

the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen “I am the 



Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty.9 I, John, both your brother 

and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 

was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 

testimony of Jesus Christ” 

In or about 95 AD John was exiled to Patmos off eastern Turkey during the 

persecution under the Roman Emperor Domitian. Many Christians had been 

martyred and God was sending a word of comfort through John. John was an old 

man, likely in His 80’s. In spite of his age he was a prisoner in a labour camp, maybe 

still working in the stone quarries on the island. 

Jesus sent the revelation using sign language. He signified it. He “sign-i-fied”  it. He 

uses symbols and pictures and signs. It has strange beasts and fearful scorpions, 

and many other weird persons and animals that appear, but they are symbols of 

something real and literal. The language would only be understood by Gods people. 

The signs and symbols are to be found mostly in Genesis, Ezekiel and Zechariah. 

 

In these few verses there are contained all the vital New Testament doctrines. It’s 

not an accident that this is the last book of the Bible. It gathers themes from the 

whole Bible and brings them into focus. For example 

1. THE TRINITY (vs 4-5) 

(a) “Grace and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come” 

THE FATHER Jehovah is introduced to us 

(b) .“And from the seven spirits who are before His throne” THE HOLY 

SPIRIT. Not seven Holy Spirits, Jesus is talking in sign language. He is 

signifying. Seven is the number of perfection and fullness. In other words the 

Holy Spirit in His fullness 

(c) “And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness the firstborn from the dead 

and the ruler over the kings of the earth” JESUS 

Jesus is the “Faithful witness” All He says is true. You can rely entirely upon it. We 

are bombarded by conflicting philosophies and ideas and opinions, many ideas 

wholly antagonistic to others, and we must often ask ourselves, "Which is right?" 

Well, here is the word from the Faithful Witness, the one who tells us the whole truth. 



Jesus is the “Firstborn” that is first person to come back from the dead and live 

forever. He is the ruler of heaven and earth and all authority belongs to Him. The 

great theme of the resurrection 

“To Him who loved (loves actually) us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood” 

I like the story of a pastor in America who was a student at Cambridge University. 

Moody was invited to speak. Dwight L Moody and Ira D Sankey were American 

evangelists who attracted vast audiences to their revivalist meetings in the USA and 

on their visits to Britain. Moody was a powerful preacher. Sankey was a composer 

and singer with a powerful baritone voice. It was said of Moody that he murdered the 

kings English and was the only man who could ever pronounce “Jerusalem” in one 

syllable. The students were angry that such a man could be invited to speak at 

Cambridge, the great seat of learning and culture, and they determined to mock him. 

But before Moody spoke, Sankey, stood and sang. His voice quieted the crowd. 

Moody stepped to the platform, pointed his finger at the young men in the front row 

and said, "Young gentlemen, don't ever think God don't love you, for he do." They 

were so stunned by this ungrammatical beginning that they listened quietly. He came 

back to his theme a little later and said it again, "Young gentlemen, don't think God 

don't love you, for he do." The student giving his testimony said that Moody went on 

to speak of the love of Jesus for a lost race, and as he told us, "I began to see myself 

in a different light, and by the end of the meeting I gave my heart to Christ” 

Jesus “loosed us from our sins” is the word not merely forgave us. See Matt 1 v 

21 the angel of the Lord to Joseph “and she will bring forth a son and you shall 

call His Name Jesus for He will save His people from their sins” How, by the 

shedding of His blood. Sankey would often sing in his powerful baritone voice “there 

is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins and sinners plunged 

beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains” 

We were made “kings and priests” Every believer is a priest. In The Old 

Testament you had to be in a special family and wear special clothes to be a priest. 

Not in the New. We have an inside dress with a heart of holiness. We minister to Him 

in worshipping the Lord in holiness. Old Testament priests carried out sacrifices on 

the altar. Our sacrifices are internal. A priest's work was to heal the sense of 



alienation which people felt with God. They were brought near by priests. In the Old 

Testament, the priests explained the meaning of the sacrifices and thus brought 

people near. That is the work of believers today. We are to help people in their 

agony and their injury, their darkness and lostness, to realize that God is longing to 

draw them to himself and to heal their alienation 

He is coming again.  He is the A and the Z. He was there when there was nothing, 

and will be there when all is completed. Jehovah, always was, and is, and is to 

come. Nothing takes Him by surprise, He is in control and He reigns. 

 

 

Moving on Revelation1:10-20 

0 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as 

of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven 

churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, 

to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”12 Then I turned to see the voice 

that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and 

in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a 

garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His 

head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame 

of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice 

as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of 

His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the 

sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. 

But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the 

First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 19 Write the 

things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which 

will take place after this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My 

right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels 

of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the 

seven churches. 

 

John says it was “The Lords Day” which might mean the first day of the week, a 

Sunday, when the Lords people were in the habit of meeting (Acts 20:7). It’s possible 



it was the one day of the year which was dedicated to the Romans to worship 

Caesar. Loyal Roman citizens were to declare that “Caesar is Lord” on that day and 

offer incense to his image. Christians and Jews refused to do this, and for a while 

they were exempt. However by the end of the first century Christians were denied 

the right to abstain, and this caused much persecution. If that were so, the book of 

Revelation would be a great comfort for those suffering on that very day. After all that 

is the purpose of the book. The term “In the Spirit” refers to a conscious awareness 

of being in the presence of God. 

John was told to write what he saw in a book and send it to the 7 churches named in 

Asia. Asia now is a continent, then it was an area in Turkey. These churches were all 

in the West of Turkey in an area called Asia Minor within 50 miles of each other. 

Note not “the church” not a denomination holding them all together but “the 

churches” No bishop to write to asking him to contact the church, no headquarters  

John turns to see the voice and what does He see 

1. 7 golden lampstands. Not candlesticks, with a flickering light, but a lamp fed 

perpetually by oil. The High Priest attending the eternal flame. The priests in 

the tabernacle would keep the seven branched Menorah constantly burning. 

Jesus is in the midst of His church trimming the hearts of His people to burn 

steady and bright with constant love. We are as a church gathered around 

Him to receive His ministry, and for us in turn to minister to Him 

2. In the middle of the lamp stands is a man described as “like the son of man” 

with 7 stars in His hands. Verse 20 Jesus explains the symbols, the signs. He 

says the 7 golden lamp stands are the 7 churches, the 7 stars are the 

messengers of the 7 churches. Christ walking among His church. This is a 

shattering and wonderful truth which should make us thrill and tremble at the 

same time. The living glorious Lord Jesus present in His church. Sometimes 

we affectionately say “our church” and we know what we mean, but it’s HIS 

CHURCH “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 

to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Eph 1:22).He loves us 

has chosen us and has complete authority over us. We shall see Him, with 

absolute fairness and authority, commend, rebuke, and encourage. 

Sometimes He calls for repentance. In severe cases He threatens with His 

judgment, and the removal of His life giving presence. In His right hand seven 

stars (the angels or messengers) Some commentators believe these are 

those in the church who have been given authority to lead and teach and 

pastor and preach 



3. He has a Garment down to the feet and a golden sash around His chest. This 

is the robe of judicial authority. He and He alone has the sole right to 

pronounce the verdict and the sentence upon all the service which is rendered 

by each church 

4. He has a sash or girdle or belt around His waist. This symbolises 

righteousness and faithfulness. Righteousness will be the belt of His waist 

and faithfulness the belt of His waist” (Isaiah 11:5) Every judgment he 

pronounces and every sentence he passes is based upon His infinite love and 

faithfulness 

5. His head and hair were white like wool as white as snow. Daniel when he had 

this vision of Jesus said Ch 7:9 “I watched till thrones were put in place, 

and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, 

and the hair of His head was like pure wool” The ancient of days, pure 

eternity. Older than the snow covered mountains, and yet not old, but always 

Jehovah who was and is and is to come. 

6. He has eyes like a flame of fire, Infinite, infallible, piecing, knowing everything, 

detecting all hidden things in His church. He sees through all our hypocrisy, 

religious pretence, and language, hollowness and emptiness. The veneer of 

religion. 

7. He has feet like burnished brass as if refined in a furnace. They indicate the 

continuous activity of Christ in the church as He marches, the leader of the 

host, toward the ultimate and final victory. Brass is for strength fire for 

purification. No one can oppose this Jesus. He has set him at his own right 

hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and 

might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 

world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under 

his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.” (Eph  1 20-23) 

8. His voice is as the sound of many waters. You will have stood by a waterfall. 

The noise drowns out all other noise, but there is a peace and a harmony 

about it, as He speaks, and is, the very Word of God. 

9. His face as the sun radiating the glory of God. He was revealed like this at the 

mount of transfiguration (Matthew 17:2) 



10. Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword. The power of the truth 

spoken by Him, penetrating, converting, getting to the depths of who we are. 

Powerful to transform us  

 Look at other visions of Jesus 

(a) By Daniel “Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain 

man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 

His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of 

lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in 

colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a 

multitude.” (Daniel 10:5-6) 

(b) Psalm 29:3-4“The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory 

thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters. The voice of the Lord is 

powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty” 

(c) Revelation 19:6 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 

as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 

saying, alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”  

It was indeed a strange scene, a night scene yet a day scene. It’s a night 

scene with lampstands and stars, yet it’s a day scene because the presence 

of Jesus is like the sun shining in its strength.  

The world is in darkness, Solihull is in darkness. The only light which shines in 

that darkness is that which comes from the lampstand, the church. To the 

people in and of the church, Christ shines as the sun.1 Thess 5:5 “But you, 

brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a 

thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the 

night nor of darkness”  

The church is the bearer of the light of Jesus Christ. The world waits for light, 

and the only way the church can provide it is to live in the light which the face 

of Christ creates for us. Not one of us can provide a glimmer of light, except 

we live in the sunshine created by the light of His face.  

Jesus said “I am the light of the world” “There was a brief eclipse at 

Calvary but it broke forth again to shine in all who will receive His life, and 

from there the light flashes on the night scene of the world. Jesus said “you 

are the light of the world a city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden nor 

do they light a lamp and put it under a basket but on a lamp stand and it 

gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before 



men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven“ 

When John saw Jesus, He fell at his feet as dead. Oh for a grander more 

glorious view of the Lord in our own day and church, for the expression of joy 

in His presence, for more awesome trembling and Godly fear. 

Jesus graciously lays his hand on John and directs Him to Calvary and an 

empty tomb "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the 

Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I 

hold the keys of death and Hades” John, I became a man for you, died in 

your place (I was dead) and I rose again (I am alive forevermore) Sin is 

dealt with and I have the keys of death and Hades. 

 

 


