
REVELATION STUDY 12 

CHAPTER 6 

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard 

one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I 

looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 

he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 

conquest.3  

When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living 

creature say, “Come!” 4 Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its 

rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make people 

kill each other. To him was given a large sword.5  

When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living 

creature say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a black 

horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I heard 

what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two 

pounds of wheat for a day’s wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s 

wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!” 
7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 

living creature say, “Come!” 8 I looked, and there before me was a pale 

horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind 

him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, 

famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 

who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they 

had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign 

Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 

avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and 

they were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow 

servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. 
12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great 

earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the 

whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as 

figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens 

receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 

removed from its place. 
15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the 

mighty, and everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and among 

the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the 



rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the 

throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath 

has come, and who can withstand it?” 

 

In Revelation chapter 5 the Lamb emerges as the only one worthy to take the 

scroll break the seals and reveal its contents. Now in this chapter the Lamb is 

breaking the seals which trigger a series of events leading to His triumph. The 

Old Testament prophets warned that before the final triumph of the kingdom 

of God fearful judgments will affect the earth. They refer to this time as “the 

day of the Lord” For example see Jeremiah 4-7 

 

The synoptic gospels (Matthew Mark and Luke) seem to provide a key to 

unlocking the meaning of the seals we are to look at in this chapter. It’s a 

though the seven seals parallel a message Jesus gave to His disciples in 

which Jesus explains what will happen before the end of the world. This is 

known as the “Olivet Discourse” and if you care to remind yourself this can be 

found in Matthew 24:-3-44, Mark 13:3-37 and Luke 21:7-36. In these 

passages Jesus tells of catastrophic events such as war, famine, 

earthquakes, pestilence, and persecution which will recur throughout the 

present age. Life between Jesus life on earth and His eventual return to earth 

is punctuated by disasters and devastating events. 

 

So let’s get into this chapter and first look first at verses 1-8 sometimes 

referred to as “the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” Each one signifies 

disaster for the planet. Revelation portrays each of the first four seals as a 

differently coloured horse with a rider. John may be borrowing imagery from 

the Old Testament (see Zechariah 1:7-17 for example) 

 

First seal a white horse 

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard 

one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I 

looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 

he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 

conquest.3  
 

This seal is probably the most difficult of the seven seals to understand. Some 

suggest the rider is Jesus using a reference to Revelation 19:11-16 in which 

Jesus is depicted riding a white horse in His triumphal return to earth. Some 



suggest the rider is the Antichrist because the other three horses represent 

negative and destructive forces and so you would expect the first horseman to 

be consistent with this. What is the answer and here we must speculate and 

compare scripture with scripture in an attempt to make sense of this first 

horse and its rider. First it was not uncommon for generals in the ancient 

world to ride on white horses as a sign of prestige. Second it would seem 

strange that an angelic being would summon Jesus to go forth. Also the rider 

has a bow in his hand which deviates from the references in Revelation where 

Jesus has a sword issuing from His mouth (Rev 1:16 for example). For me 

however the most persuasive point here is to compare the parallel scriptures 

teaching on the end times which has been mentioned already, that is the 

Olivet Discourse. There the first thing Jesus warns about is false Messiahs. 

Mathew 24:1-5 “ As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this 

happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 

age?”4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For 

many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will 

deceive many” Could it be then that this first horse and rider represent false 

messiahs which have been present in history from the first century till now. 

The Jewish historian Josephus describes several false messiahs. 

 

Second seal a Red Horse 

When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living 

creature say, “Come!” 4 Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its 

rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make people 

kill each other. To him was given a large sword.5  

 

Clearly this a negative image its rider being permitted to take peace from the 

earth so that people would kill each other. He was given a large sword. Could 

this red horse represent blood, for bloodshed has characterised human 

history. Revelation 12:3 refers to Satan as an “enormous red dragon” who 

continues to shake the planet. Praise God as the Psalmist says “He makes 

wars cease to the end of the earth” (Psalm 46:9). Look again at Matthew 

24. After false messiahs Jesus talks of wars vs 6 “You will hear of wars and 

rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things 

must happen, but the end is still to come.  

 

 



Third seal a Black Horse 

When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living 

creature say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a black 

horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I heard 

what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two 

pounds of wheat for a day’s wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s 

wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!” 

 

In this passage a famine strikes but not everyone suffers. The wealthy enjoy 

luxuries while the poor can’t even afford necessities. An entire day’s wage (a 

denarius) is required just to feed one family. This disparity in prices and 

commodities illustrates a distressing feature of human history that is inequity 

and justice. Throughout the history of the Roman Empire famine ravaged the 

population (see Acts 11:27-30). In 1921-22 in Russia there we awful famines 

while the communist party bosses were still enjoying luxury goods from the 

west. See again the words of Jesus in Matthew 24 verse 7 “There will be 

famines and earthquakes in various places” 

 

Fourth seal a Pale Horse 
7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 

living creature say, “Come!” 8 I looked, and there before me was a pale 

horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind 

him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, 

famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 

 

Epidemics regularly decimated the Roman Empire. In Ephesus plagues killed 

one third of the population during the years 165-251. The Black Death of 1348 

is estimated to have killed 30-60% of the population of Europe. The Spanish 

flu pandemic of 1918 the deadliest flu epidemic in history infected an 

estimated 500 million people worldwide, about one third of the world’s 

population, and killed an estimated 20 to 50 million people. More recently we 

had the AIDS epidemic where more than 70 million people have been infected 

with the HIV virus and more than 35 million people have died. Just now as I 

am writing we are in the throes of Covid 19. 

 

 

 



           Fifth seal-persecution 

  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 

who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they 

had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign 

Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 

avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and 

they were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow 

servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. 

 

Religious persecution has always been with us and will no doubt be with us 

until Jesus returns. Keep in mind that John wrote Revelation at the end of the 

first century. Already in 64 AD Nero Caesar had put many Christians to death. 

Many died in the arena torn to shreds by lions. Others were crucified and 

some burned alive at night to serve as torches for Nero’s nightly dinner 

parties. Nearer our time we have seen Christian’s imprisoned and tortured 

under communist governments all over the world. See again Matthew 24 and 

verse 9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to 

death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me” 

 

Sixth seal; The Day of the Lord has come 

 
12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great 

earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the 

whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as 

figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens 

receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 

removed from its place.15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the 

generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, both slave and 

free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called 

to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of 

him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the 

great day of their wrath has come, and who can withstand it?” 

 

What we have seen so far are events and suffering that humans have 

encountered over the centuries. However the description of the sixth seal is in 

a different category from the others. Here a great earthquake accompanied by 

unprecedented cosmic disturbances indicate something beyond what we have 

seen in history. These things have never been seen. People from all walks of 



life cower in caves and cringe as terrible events unfold all around them. It’s as 

if creation is going back to its former state of chaos. How similar this is again 

to what Jesus warned in Matthew 24 “Immediately after the distress of 

those days “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken. We shall delve further into this as we continue our study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


