
STUDY 25 

REVELATION CHAPTER 18 

 

The Fall of Babylon the Great 

18 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 

great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried] 

mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 

and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, 

and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of 

the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through 

the abundance of her luxury.” 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, 

lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For her 

sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 Render 

to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her 

works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. 7 In the measure 

that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her 

torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no 

widow, and will not see sorrow.’ 8 Therefore her plagues will come in one day—

death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for 

strong is the Lord God who judges her. 

The World Mourns Babylon’s Fall 

9 “The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with 

her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her 

burning, 10 standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, 

that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has 

come.’ 

11 “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one 

buys their merchandise anymore: 12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious 

stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron 

wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious 

wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and 

frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and 

chariots, and bodies and souls of men. 14 The fruit that your soul longed for 



has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid have gone 

from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these 

things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, 

weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed 

in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones 

and pearls! 17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every 

shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, 

stood at a distance 18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, 

saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ 

19 “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and 

saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea 

became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she s made desolate.’ 

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God 

has avenged you on her!” 

Finality of Babylon’s Fall 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into 

the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown 

down, and shall not be found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, 

flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of 

any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not 

be heard in you anymore. 23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in you 

anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you 

anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your 

sorcery all the nations were deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of 

prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth. 

 

The spotlight now falls on Queen Babylon the great whore (Chapter 17:1-2). She 

speaks in a soliloquy affording a window into her thoughts “‘I sit as queen, and am 

no widow, and will not see sorrow.’ (Vs 7). She foolishly considers herself 

invincible, a mistake many powerful people make. Nebuchadnezzar was once swept 

away by his own self-importance as he surveyed the great city of Babylon “is this 

not magnificent Babylon which I have built as a royal captain by my mighty 

power and for my glorious majesty” (Daniel 4:30). In the following verse, while the 

words of self-praise were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven “It is 

decreed to you King Nebuchadnezzar that the kingdom has departed from 



you”. Nebuchadnezzar at once was driven from human company, ate grass like an 

ox, and was soaked in heavens dew. His hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and 

his nails like the claws of a hawk. Later after his punishment the king makes a very 

different confession “I blessed the Most High and praised and honoured the one 

who lives forever. For His sovereignty is an everlasting sovereignty and His 

kingdom endues from generation to generation” (Daniel 4:34) 

 

Before his grand fall from power Saddam Hussein spent great sums to restore and 

reconstruct the ancient site of Babylon. He had gigantic statues of himself portrayed 

like Nebuchadnezzar. Like these two dictators, Queen Babylon never gets the point 

and pays dearly for her arrogance 

 

A mighty angel announces the fall of Babylon the Great. This section is composed of 

a dirge, a lament sung at funerals (vs 2-3). In popular imagination undesirable 

creatures haunted the abandoned ruins of ancient cities. Isaiah 13; 21-22 (referring 

to Babylon) gives expression to these fears “But wild beasts of the desert will lie 

there, and their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches will dwell there, and wild 

goats will caper there.22 the hyenas will howl in their citadels, and jackals in 

their pleasant palaces. This is a lament with a twist; it’s actually a taunt song, a 

mocking dirge, that is, it celebrates the demise of a tyrant or wicked regime under 

the guise of a funeral lament. The language of verses 2 and 3 draws on the 

language of several Old Testament taunt songs (Isaiah 21:9. Jeremiah 50:39, 51:8) 

One of the most famous taunt songs celebrates the death of a Babylonian dictator 

(Isaiah 14; 3-21)  

 

In verse 3 John uses the word “”fornication” and we have seen that word before. It 

means to break faith with the God of Israel and follow other so called Gods. Babylon 

the Great proclaims another God, one of consumption, wealth, pleasure, and self-

indulgence. Her motto is spend your way to happiness. You might liken this to what 

Paul says in his letter to the Romans “they exchanged the truth about God for a 



lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator who is 

blessed forever Amen” (Romans 1:25) 

 

In verse 4 John warns believers to escape from Babylon and have nothing to do with 

her. They are not to become enmeshed in the attitudes and lifestyle of Babylon. 

Perhaps we should pause here and consider how this applies to our day and 

generation of consumerism, pleasure and self-indulgence? Christians in the first 

century struggled with making a clean break from the old idol worshipping Greco-

Roman culture in which they lived and worked. Several New Testament passages 

highlight the temptation to backslide into their previous lifestyle (see 2 Corinthians 

6:14-18; Galatians 4:8-11; Ephesians 4:17-24, 5:6-14; 1 John2; 15-17) 

 

In verse 5-8 John justifies the harshness of the sentence on Babylon. She deserves 

what she gets, her sins have “reached to heaven”. Indeed because of her sins and 

refusal to acknowledge God, she receives a sentence twice as harsh as may be 

expected, “mix double for her” 

 

The angel prophecies the sudden and total collapse of Babylon in the space of a 

single day. The empires of men have been and will be swept away. So many 

physical and ideological edifices look strong and invincible, but they will collapse. 

Communism, capitalism, false religions and philosophies are all built on sand and 

will finally crumble and fall and be no more  

 

The world mourns the Fall of Babylon (vs 9-20) 

The fall of Babylon will be greeted with fearful dismay by kings of the earth and 

merchants who made themselves rich by trading with her. The merchants express 

their grief in weeping and wailing. No more sales! No more profits! Their livelihood 

has suddenly been taken away. Those who experienced the American Stock Market 

Crash of 1929, Black Tuesday could probably best appreciate the feelings of these 

merchants. First century Rome was like a magnet attracting an unending flow of 



goods arriving on a vast network of Waterways. The volume of trade created a huge 

transportation industry. Following Middle Eastern customs, the mariners throw dust 

on their heads as a sign of extreme grief. 

 

Given that Rome was a type and picture of Babylon, its relevant when reading these 

verses to note that the luxury items were beyond the reach of the citizens and non-

citizens of the empire, who could not possibly afford them. One third to one half of 

the population of Imperial Rome were slaves, and you will note that in verse 13, at 

the end of the catalogue of goods, we have a reference to slaves and human lives. 

Slave trafficking was a common evil in the economic fabric of the empire. Those 

individuals who were born free or able to work themselves out of slavery, were 

craftsman and day labourers who did the work for the empire. The nobility and upper 

classes controlled the wealth and resources of the empire, and though they often 

acted as benefactors, and provided public works for the masses, this was little more 

than appeasement to those who lived mostly miserable lives. 

 

One group doesn’t lament the demise of Babylon that is the people of God (vs 20). 

To them it is a day of rejoicing. Many saints have been murdered and Gods verdict is 

to declare Babylon guilty as charged, and sentenced to extinction. 

 

Imagery describing Babylon’s end (vs 21-24) 

A mighty angel tosses a huge millstone into the sea and gives voice to this dramatic 

symbolic action ““Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown 

down, and shall not be found anymore”. This may appear to conflict with the 

earlier image of destruction by fire, but please remember that this is poetry and not 

prose. The point is clear enough; Babylon sinks to the bottom of the sea, a fitting end 

to a city and system which arose up from the depths of the abyss. This is very similar 

to Jeremiahs prophecy against Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar’s day in the 6th Century 

BC.  “And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and see it, 

and read all these words, 62 then you shall say, ‘O LORD, You have spoken 

against this place to cut it off, so that none shall remain in it, neither man nor 



beast, but it shall be desolate forever.’ 63 Now it shall be, when you have 

finished reading this book, that you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into 

the Euphrates. 64 Then you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise 

from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her” (Jeremiah 51; 61-64) 

 

May I repeat the exhortation to reflect, in the day that we live, and ensure that the 

spirit of Babylon does not impact us or the church. “And I heard another voice from 

heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and 

lest you receive of her plagues” 


