
REVELATION STUDY 19 

CHAPTER 12 

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being 

with child, she cried out in labour and in pain to give birth. 

3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon 

having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail 

drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the 

dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her 

Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all 

nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His 

throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 

prepared by God that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred 

and sixty days 

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; 

and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a 

place found for [them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast 

out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 

world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, 

and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the 

accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has 

been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by 

the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the 

death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, 

having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he 

persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was 

given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her 

place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the 

presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a 

flood after the woman that he might cause her to be carried away by the 

flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 

swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And 



the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the 

rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the 

testimony of Jesus Christ. 

We have so far had seven seals and seven trumpets and soon we shall come to 

seven bowls. Chapters twelve and thirteen could be described as something of a 

flashback. Chapter 12 is an overview of history stretching from the time before 

humans existed until the time just before the return of Jesus as King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords. 

The chapter begins with the statement “Now a great sign appeared in heaven”. 

The word “sign” comes from the Greek word semeion meaning sign, mark, token, an 

unusual occurrence transcending the common course of nature. The first sign is 

described in verses 1-2 “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 

feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. Then being with child, she 

cried out in labour and in pain to give birth. Then in verse 3 we read of another 

sign “a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 

diadems on his heads” These signs comprise three symbols, a women, a child, 

and a dragon representing things beyond the ordinary events of nature. We shall see 

that these three figures symbolise three major spiritual forces that have been at work 

for several thousand years. 

Let’s consider and identify the three leading characters in this drama, starting with 

the first two which are the easiest to identify. 

 

1. A red dragon with seven heads 

There is very little disagreement as to the identity of this awful beast, indeed you can 

hardly miss the symbolism. Surely this is Satan himself and helpfully John decodes 

this symbolism in verse 9 “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 

called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

 

2. A Male child with an Iron Sceptre 



This would appear to be an obvious reference to Jesus who will “rule all nations 

with a rod of iron”. In chapter 19 when Jesus finally returns, we read in verse 15 

that “He will rule them (the nations) with a rod of iron. The phrase is taken from 

Psalm 2 which is quoted or referred to four different times In Revelation  

 

3. A Pregnant woman clothed with the sun 

Now the question is who this women represents. Several suggestions have been 

made over time promoting some disagreement. 

The Roman Catholics see the woman as Mary and the male child as Jesus. They 

see this picture as representing Mary bringing forth a Jesus and the devil waiting to 

kill Him at birth, as He tried through Herod when the babies at Bethlehem were 

killed. The problem with this is that there is no way you can fit Mary into verse 6 

“Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 

God that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty 

days”. That never happened to Mary. This is not a picture of an individual but rather 

a group of people 

Some see the woman as representing Old Testament Israel. In the Old Testament 

God referred to His people as a women whom He had dressed in honour and 

splendour (Ezekiel 16). The garland with twelve stars may, it is suggested, be the 

twelve tribes of Israel (Genesis 37:9-10). But it’s true to say that in the New 

Testament Gods church is called “The Israel of God (Galatians 6:16) and likened to 

“Jerusalem above” which is called “the mother of us all” (Galatians 4:26 and see 

also Hebrews 12:22-23) It seems clear that the women represents Gods people Jew 

and Gentile all one in Christ and this is the most common and accepted view of the 

identity of the women in Revelation 12. 

 

The Dragon and Jesus  

The dragon, that is Satan, is the arch enemy of God, especially as it relates to the 

fulfilment of God’s plan. He opposes the manifestation of God in Christ and has 

attempted to blot out the seed of David on several occasions. As Genesis 3:15 had 

predicted, there would be ongoing enmity between the serpent (Satan) and the 



women (Gods people) and the “seed” (Jesus) who would come from the woman. 

This passage also indicated that Satan would have a limited success in being able to 

“bruise” Christ’s heel, but Jesus would bruise his head 

In verse 4 we read “And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to 

give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born”. This appears to be a 

historical reference to King Herod’s attempt to destroy Jesus as a young child by 

ordering the deaths of all male children from two years old and under who lived in 

and around Bethlehem (Matthew 2:13-18). Satan however did not give up and 

continued his onslaught. Prior to the beginning of Jesus ministry Jesus was led by 

the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan (Matthew 4). Satan attempted 

to get Jesus to worship him, but as we know he failed in that attempt also. When the 

time had come for Jesus to go to the cross Satan “put it into the heart of Judas 

Iscariot to betray Him” (John 13:20) Why did Satan expend so much effort to 

destroy Jesus? Because if there had not been a perfect saviour to pay the price of 

sin, Gods eternal plan would have been thwarted.  

The warfare between Satan and the church has continued down the centuries, Satan 

hates the church and has done his best to obliterate it. Many martyrs have died but 

they ascend straight to glory beyond Satan’s reach. 

 

War in Heaven 

Verses 7-12 describe a great angelic battle in which Satan and those with him are 

removed from heaven. When did this battle take place? Satan’s original fall from 

heaven took place before Satan tempted Adam and Eve. See Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 

14 to find where the Bibles speaks of this event. However it seems that Satan is still 

allowed temporary access to God’s presence in heaven at a time of Gods choosing. 

See for example Job 1-2 where Satan is seen before the Lord in heaven accusing 

Job. See also Zechariah 3 where Satan appears before God to accuse Joshua of 

wrongdoing. Some suggest that this war in heaven mentioned in verse 7-12 

describes a future event during which Satan will be completely expelled from 

heaven? If so Satan will only have a limited time to attack Gods people “Woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, 

having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” (Verse 12) 



 

The dragon and Gods people 

In addition to his efforts to destroy Jesus, Satan has a long history of persecuting 

Gods people, represented by the women in the latter portion of this chapter. There 

was fierce persecution from the earliest days of the New Testament church but God 

allowed the woman to “fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is 

nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 

serpent”. This may indicate that the church was protected by God for 1260 years 

(see Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel4:showing that a day can represent a year) During 

this time, which may have continued through the middle ages, the church was 

protected from its enemies including the Roman Empire and false Christianity.  

It’s confusing sometimes to look back and to look forward and decide when 

something has already happened or whether John is speaking of an event yet to 

happen. Sometimes both these things are true, but we must always look at the larger 

picture. God will protect His church and the gates of Hell will not overcome it. 

Whether we realise it or not Satan hates us and will do everything possible to keep 

us from loving and obeying God. He is not just angry with God and His church, he is 

angry with you and me. Peter warned “Be sober be vigilant because your 

adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may 

devour (1 Peter 5:8) 

 

Overcoming vs 11 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death”.  

 

1. The blood of the Lamb 

It is the death of the conquering Jesus that is the overcoming weapon “We preach 

Christ crucified” said the apostle Paul. Jesus died to deal with our sin and defeat 

Satan, so now we have a life of hope and victory. He died in our place, hence the 

reference to a lamb, a substitutionary sacrifice. Jesus has taken away sin by His 



death and believers are clear of guilt and condemnation. What a glorious and 

powerful weapon against Satan. We are to regard Satan as literally and truly 

overcome by the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Satan is already a vanquished 

enemy and by faith we are to grasp His victory as ours too. We were crucified with 

Jesus on the cross, we have been buried with Him and have risen with Him “Thanks 

be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 

Corinthians 15:57). Satan is still our accuser and at times we may hear his voice 

arousing memories and disturbing our conscience and arousing guilt from past sins. 

Things we have forgotten he cunningly revives in our memories. Since we were 

saved he has observed our sins and failures and asked “are you really a child of God 

or just one big hypocrite”. He brings to our attention the impure thoughts we may 

have and the failure to pray etc., and sometimes he is right, but the Scriptures affirm 

“if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous” (1 John 2:1).  

2. The word of their testimony 

We are to bear witness to the truth of the gospel and its power to save. We are to 

speak it and live it out in practice. 

3. They did not love their lives to the death 

If we do not cling to our earthly lives, then there is no threat Satan can bring against 

us. If we believe to “live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21) Satan’s 

violence cannot be effective. Many have died, and are still dying for Christ, and we 

must pray for those who know these things day to day 

Finally Satan’s power is real and terrifying but he is, and knows he is beaten and has 

only a short time. He is like a wounded, cornered animal that fights ferociously, but 

we have the victory. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come 

Let this blest assurance control 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul 

 

PRAISE THE LORD 


