
REVELATION STUDY 10 

Chapter 4 

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. 

And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up 

here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the 

Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on 

it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A 

rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the 

throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four 

elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their 

heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of 

thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven 

spirits of God. 6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of 

glass, clear as crystal. In the centre, around the throne, were four living 

creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first 

living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face 

like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living 

creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 

wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 

“‘Holy, holy, holy 

Is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come.” 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to him who sits 

on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall 

down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever 

and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honour and power 

for you created all things, 

    and by your will they were created 

    and have their being.” 

 
John begins by telling us of his ascent into heaven and now we follow him on a 

guided tour of the throne room. First he describes in highly symbolic language, the 

one seated on the throne. Then starting from the outside and working inward he 



depicts different types of beings who circle the throne. The one seated looks like 

jasper and ruby and around the throne is a rainbow that shone like an emerald. 

Clearly a throne signifies rule, authority and power. John’s vision of the throne is 

about the sovereignty of God. This is the central theme that he emphasizes over and 

over again in the book of Revelation.  

The Bible consistently shies away from describing God in visual terms. Judaism 

prohibits any images to represent God. This goes all the way back to Moses when 

God tells the Israelites “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below” 

(Exodus 20:4). However the Old Testament does describe God using visual imagery. 

In the book of Daniel God is called “The Ancient of Days” and His clothing is “white 

as snow; the hair of His head white like wool (Daniel 7:9). In Ezekiel’s vision of a 

mobile throne chariot he describes the glory of God as a figure “like that of a man” 

and this figure from the waist up is like “glowing metal” and from the waist down 

“looked like fire” (Ezekiel 1:26-27) These passages seem to provide a background 

for Johns vision of the exalted Jesus in the throne room in Revelation 4:2-6 and later 

in the book as we shall see.  

In the New Testament because Jesus is the son of God in the flesh we have those 

marvellous words from Jesus in John 14:9 “Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 

Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 

seen me has seen the Father” We also have the verse in 2 Corinthians 4:6 where 

Paul says, “For God who says let light shine out of darkness,” made his light 

shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 

displayed in the face of Christ. 

God’s throne was surrounded by a perfect circle of a rainbow of emerald green. God 

established the rainbow as sign of His covenant and sees things through the 

perspective of His everlasting covenant. The Psalmists tells us “He always 

remembers His covenant” (Psalm 111:5). This covenant is referred to as “an 

eternal covenant” in Hebrews 13:20-21 “now may the God of peace, who through 

the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his 

will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to 



whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” That phrase “eternal covenant” is a 

further description of the “new Covenant” through which we received salvation, and 

reminds us that it has an eternal context that transcends time. The marvel of the new 

covenant, arising out of the pure love of God, is that human beings become 

partakers of the same life and nature that is in God. Humanity is grafted into the 

Godhead. Humanity does not become divine, but is indwelt by the divine life of God 

Himself. 

Around the throne were 24 thrones with elders sitting upon them. These may be 

saints of old like Abraham and Moses, and it may be their number was greater than 

24 which may be just symbolic of this group of men and women who have taken their 

place around the throne. The number 24 occurs in 1 Chronicles 24:7-18 and 25:9-31 

where 24 divisions of priests and musicians were appointed to worship in the temple 

that David planned, according to the pattern given to him by the Spirit. There are a 

number of speculations here and this is where we cannot speak with certainty. 

In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of 

God. Around the throne were seven lamps representing the seven Spirits of God. 

The number 7 suggests the perfect aspects of the Spirit working in the human race. 

The Bible is clear that there is one Spirit not seven (Ephesians 4:4) and the Bible 

describes different aspects of the Holy Spirit 

1. The Spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isaiah 11:2) 

2. The Spirit of counsel and might (Isaiah 11:2) 

3. The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:2) 

4. The Spirit of power and love and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7) 

5. The Spirit of faith (2 Corinthians 4:13) 

6. The Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17) 

7. The Spirit of grace and supplication (Zechariah 12:10) 

8. The Spirit of glory (1 Peter 4:14) 

 

6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as 

crystal. In the centre, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they 

were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like 

a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth 



was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and 

was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they 

never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy Is the Lord God Almighty Who was, and 

is, and is to come.”9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and 

thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the 

twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship 

him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and 

say: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and 

power for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have 

their being.” 

 

What a scene of worship we have here. John saw before the throne a lake of such 

perfect stillness that it was like purest glass, as clear as crystal. There was no 

impurity in its depths and no waves troubled its surface. These four living creatures 

were closest to the throne and the description of them seems to be drawn from the 

Old Testament prophets. Ezekiel’s vision of the mobile throne chariot (Ezekiel 

chapters 1 and 10) and the seraphim in Isaiah (Isaiah 6:2-3). 

The living ones each had a different face, a lion, an ox, a man and an eagle. Now 

again we are in the realms of speculation. Some would say that each creature 

represents one of the four gospels i.e.  

 The lion is the gospel of Matthew The lion being a kingly figure and 

Matthew presents Jesus as King of the Jews 

 The ox is the gospel of Mark An ox is a humble servant figure and Mark 

portrays Jesus as the servant of the Lord 

 The man is the gospel of Luke The man matches Luke’s depiction of the 

humanity of Jesus 

 The eagle is the gospel of John The eagle describes Johns soaring portrait 

of the divine Son of God 

Others would speculate (by reference to Daniel and Ezekiel) that in neither of these 

books is the slightest suggestion that the creatures represent anything other than 

angelic beings. 



In the end the message of Revelation 4 to the seven churches is clear. They need 

not fear what Caesar or any worldly empire may do to them. God is on the throne 

and all will be well.  

This is the message to us too, and it’s worth repeating those verses in Romans 8; 

33-39 which we have been considering 

Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who 

justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who 

died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is 

also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? As it is written: For your sake we face death all day long; 

 we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. “No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

 

 


