
REVELATION STUDY 20 

CHAPTER 13 

 

The Beast from the Sea 

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the 

sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on 

his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a 

leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a 

lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I 

saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly 

wound was healed. And all the world marvelled and followed the beast. 4 So 

they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they 

worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war 

with him?” 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he 

was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his 

mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and 

those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints 

and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, 

and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have 

not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of 

the world. 

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into 

captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is 

the patience and the faith of the saints. 

The beast from the earth 

Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns 

like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the 

first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to 

worship the first beast, who’s deadly wound was healed. 13 He performs great 

signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 

sight of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs 

which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell 

on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the 

sword and lived. 15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the 



beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as 

would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right 

hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who 

has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the 

beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 

 

John describes how the dragon (Satan) spawns and empowers two henchmen to 

destroy the world. We are introduced to the members of an unholy trinity, including 

Satan himself of course. First the beast from the sea, which John describes as 

having seven heads and ten horns and the features of a Leopard, a Bear, and a 

Lion. Daniel (chapter 7) uses these three animals to depict a sequence of four world 

empires that precede the final empire of the kingdom of God. It’s generally accepted 

that these empires Daniel refers to are represented as follows 

 

1. The Lion represents Babylon under the authority of Nebuchadnezzar  

2. The Bear represents the large powerful kingdom of Persia by Cyrus the Great. 

3. The Leopard represents the lightening-fast conquests of the Macedonian 

Greeks by Alexander the Great. 

4. The nondescript beast which supplants the previous kingdoms is represented 

by Rome 

5. The little horn with human like eyes and an arrogant mouth is possibly 

Antiochus Epiphanes and perhaps a further picture of the final Antichrist. We 

shall look at Antiochus Epiphanes later when we consider former candidates 

for antichrists who have arisen in history. 

 

This beast from the sea is so terrifying and awful and incorporates all the evils 

of the wicked world empires preceding him. His source of power and authority 



and energy is the dragon that is Satan himself. Let’s consider this beast in 

more detail 

1. He will rise from the sea which represents humanity, that is he will 

be human 

2. He has seven heads, ten horns and ten diadems or crowns which 

suggest he will bring together an immense international, economic 

and political coalition, all under the direct control of Satan 

3. He receives power from Satan. Unlike Jesus who refused to bow to 

Satan, Antichrist will bow to him. 

4. Antichrist will be so popular to the point of adoration, worshipped by 

the whole world. 

5. He will be blasphemous speaking evil of God and His people. 

6. He will have military supremacy and no one will be able to make 

war with him. 

7. He will persecute and kill Christians. 

8. He will suffer an assassination attempt but will survive as if by a 

miracle. This appears to be a parody of the resurrection of Jesus. 

9. He will rule as supreme ruler of the world unopposed for forty two 

months. 

10. His end is inevitable. He will be destroyed.   

 

Believers however refuse to worship the beast or receive his mysterious mark. 

The saints must do the one thing in their power to do that is be faithful to the 

Lamb even at the cost of their lives. 

Now for the second beast, the beast from the earth. The dragon (Satan) 

conjures up a second beast, this time from the depths of the earth; he has two 

horns like a lamb and speaks like a dragon. Now again this is not a literal 

monster, but is rather a symbol of an individual who heads up a world 

government. The horns like a lamb could imply an attempt to appear like the 



Lamb of God. In apocalyptic literature animals with horns, like sheep and 

goats are regularly used as symbols of strength and power (See Daniel 8). He 

speaks like a dragon. John has introduced us to the dragon Satan, so it’s safe 

to say this beast, this individual, will speak with deceptive and dangerous 

words. If we combine the two symbols (that is the lamb like horns and the 

dragon tongue) we get a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He is the consummate false 

prophet and is designated so later (Rev19:20; 20:10). This beast from the 

earth serves as the minister of propaganda for the beast from the sea. He 

performs miraculous signs, like a modern Moses or Elijah, and hoodwinks a 

credulous world. What do we have then, an unholy trinity, Satan, Antichrist 

and the false prophet? 

Now those who subscribe to the futurist position (that is to say all things 

beyond chapter 4 of Revelation are to happen in the future) have a question 

to answer, and that is, what possible relevance would Revelation have had to 

the seven churches to whom it is addressed. It’s important to remember when 

we read Revelation, as indeed other parts of the Scriptures, that God uses 

what we sometimes call “Typology” that is a way of linking persons events or 

institutions from one biblical era to a later one, especially the Old and New 

Testaments. It’s a kind of foreshadowing, and assumes that a pattern unfolds 

within salvation history. With this in mind let’s look at what the Bible teaches 

us about Antichrist and briefly consider some relevant history. 

The Antichrist will be the culmination of a series of Antichrists with similar 

characteristics.  

John writes this “little children it is the last hour  and as you heard that 

the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come by 

which we know it is the last hour (1John 2:18). The Antichrist will propagate 

religious beliefs that contradict sound Biblical teaching.  

He will deny the trinity. John also says “who is a liar but he who denies that 

Jesus is the Christ. He is Antichrist he who denies the Father and the 

Son” (1 John 2:22).  

He will deny the incarnation, again scriptures in the epistles of John “And 

every spirit who does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 



flesh is not of God, and this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you 

have heard was coming and is now already in the world” (1 John 4:3) 

“For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess 

that Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the 

Antichrist” (2 John 1:7) 

His title is “the son of perdition” (2 Thessalonians 2:3) and “the lawless 

one” (2 Thessalonians 2:8). His character is the very opposite of Jesus Christ 

who humbled Himself, while Antichrist will exalt himself (Daniel 11:37). Jesus 

came from heaven but Antichrist rises from the pit (Revelation 11:7)  

As mentioned earlier the activity of Satan in the last days is a blasphemous 

parody of the Trinity and the culmination of his desire to be like the most high 

(Isaiah 14:14) 

Now to look briefly at some figures in history who have been seen by many to 

be Antichrist or at least preludes to the final Antichrist. 

 

1. Antiochus Epiphanes 

He was a Greek king of the Seleucid Empire who reigned over Syria from 175 

BC until 164 BC. He is famous for his brutal persecution of the Jews. He 

massacred some 400,000 Jews in Judea, while another 40,000 were sold into 

slavery. He was utterly ruthless and took upon himself the title “Epiphanes” 

which means “Illustrious one or God manifest” However his behaviour earned 

him another nickname among the Jews “Epimanes” meaning “mad one”. He 

stopped the daily sacrifices in the temple in Jerusalem and ordered the public 

burning of the Torah in Israel. He forbade circumcision and Sabbath 

observance. He offered pigs on the altar in Jerusalem dedicating it to the 

Greek God Zeus. The Maccabeus family (a group of Jewish rebel warriors) 

rebelled and the temple was cleansed in 164 BC exactly 42 months after the 

desecration occurred. Daniel had prophesied that this would happen in 

Chapter 11. Daniel also prophesied that Antiochus would die suddenly but not 

by human means (Daniel 11:25). He died suddenly of a disease in 164 BC  

 



 

2. Nero 

He like Caesar Augustus was worshipped as God during his lifetime. Nero 

(AD 54 to 68) was the first political persecutor of Christians and murdered the 

apostles Peter and Paul. Early Christians believed he was the Antichrist. Nero 

blamed the Christians for the fire that destroyed Rome in AD 64 and brutally 

murdered thousands. Nero died in AD 68 and two years later Rome 

conquered Jerusalem destroying the temple and defiling the Holy Places 

 

3 The Pope 

The reformers found what they considered a good deal of ammunition by 

designating the pope as the antichrist. Their primary source comes later in 

Revelation 17-18. The mention of seven mountains (Rev 17:9) seemed to 

point to Rome the centre of papal power. Mention of being clothed in purple 

and scarlet, gold and jewels, along with a golden cup of abominations 

(thought to refer to the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation which 

asserts that the bread and the wine of communion actually become the body 

and the blood of Christ when consecrated by the priest) seemed sufficient for 

the reformers, that beyond doubt the Pope was indeed the antichrist. The 

number 666 was viewed as symbolic of the evil papal system. Because 6 falls 

short of perfection (represented by the number 7) it is suitable as a number for 

fallen humanity. Three times six intensifies the evil of this wicked person and 

institution. Indeed the first edition of the Church of England’s Westminster 

Confession of faith (1646) which has long since been deleted, asserts that 

Jesus is the head of the church not the Pope, who is referred to as antichrist 

 

3. Adolf Hitler 

Hitler rose to power promising to rid Germany of the Jews whom he blamed 

for all the woes of the world. Six million Jews died under this wicked man. He 

fulfilled many of the prophecies of Antichrist, though he never claimed to be 

God. People worshipped him and he actively encouraged them to do so. He 



and his henchmen were heavily into the dark arts, astrology, tarot cards magic 

etc. etc. Certainly Hitler presided over a period of Great Tribulation for Jews 

and Christians 

There are many more in history who may be described as antichrist, Joseph 

Stalin and Mao Tse Tung for example, both of whom presided over atheist 

governments which slaughtered millions of people. Some who believed that 

the antichrist is a Jew, latched onto one of the most charismatic political 

leaders of the twentieth century, Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State under 

President Richard Nixon. Others pointed to Mikhail Gorbachev whose only 

real credential (apart from being General Secretary of the Communist party 

and President of the Soviet Union) was a rather prominent birthmark on his 

forehead 

 

666? 

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of 

the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. (Vs 18) 

Perhaps no single feature of the book of Revelation has intrigued readers as 

much as this mysterious number 666, the subject of endless speculation, and 

at times absurd notions. This is the mark of the beast from the earth who 

institutes a registration system whereby followers of the beast from the sea all 

receive a number stamped on either their right hand or forehead. Without this 

number, no one can buy and sell. Speculation has run riot about the number 

666 for those who subscribe to a futurist interpretation. Bar codes and micro-

chips provide a field day for these folks. The internet abounds with theories, 

and new sightings regularly surface with crass absurdity. The number has 

taken on a life of its own as sales figures for the Left Behind books (millions of 

copies sold) attest. My advice, for what it’s worth, is that these books are best 

left unread. 

 

Please bear in mind that Revelation is an apocalypse, a word used to 

describe a kind of literature that flourished first among Jews and then 



Christians for about four hundred years. It was born during the time of 

powerful world empires, times often of persecution of the Jewish community. 

John has provided us with a combination of apocalyptic and prophetic 

language and he sometimes uses cryptic language, ultimately dealing with 

salvation and judgment. The book is a kind of epistle for the seven churches 

in their then current situations. He writes for their encouragement, those that 

stood on the brink of a holocaust to be let loose on them by the Roman 

Empire. In the light of that let me end with what I see at least as the most 

likely interpretation of this figure 666. You of course are free to disagree. 

The early church Father Irenaeus in the second century, mentions that people 

were already suggesting candidates for the role of Antichrist, but one in 

particular was at the top of the list. Nero Caesar’s brief and bloody 

persecution of Christians after the fire in Rome qualified him, they believed, 

because in Revelation 17:6 there is a description of a woman (closely 

identified with the beast) “drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood 

of the witnesses to Jesus”. There was also a legend at the time that Nero 

had not died and would reappear. Now there was at that time a system of 

calculation called gematria, popular in Jewish circles and examples of this can 

be seen on the walls of the Roman city of Pompeii. If you take the name of 

Nero Caesar and convert it into Hebrew letters and then takes the numerical 

value of the letters according to their order in the alphabet the sum is 666. 

Many historical figures and regimes have embodied some of the features of 

the antichrist but have they come close to matching the scale of deception 

and devastation depicted in Revelation chapter 13. Time will tell, God knows 

and I’m content to avoid speculation. If’s that’s a definitive non-answer to the 

mystery of 666 I will have succeeded. 

 

 


